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0k P hCe 8 A7E 19t UR
APD-Pg:: +oATT AR 197 LT NP1
228 19 RIOMN Yz

L9%éN, POY T PUOT WIC

Tizta Alemayehu (Ginsheim)

R1CTFT AFEXe N0, AFTNS
AR AHCS N787995F Aghddd: AT
PAADT ao(F ARIGT LCLTIN4T D¢ AhN(Es
NOAAS NFéh TANCE 954 hHA LAT A1C 10T
CU-T WYE. OAS-T 7P 0L Gavd+ @O\ T PUHAP
0Py ACTF T8 (VOHT) ATH 26.MLD HCY
aow/it P01 hé&AV °H ZA0: A1TT7
POPLE PADP IPLC AL CATA: OAST 79 (0T
NAFEEP AHN AL NFALI® (ATIES NACT
NhC FOALT AL P14.000M hA5i9L:05 N0
NA7LS 0t e PEt NF o6 PULPeAP
ALLAIC:  PATILS  PhCT  AST 07 Ath
Ao Fo- F agry: (9171 Fo- ohret
FALPAT AIPA ATRUI® DS TNLSFo-
N8 +4.5PAPA::

MH&et AAe&Pe am- 191t av61cE
aANANG 9PLeLE T PCE NAAT® T T9L4
AMPPE PSA: TTTO9 @+ AT 019t
Nerng. F ANOS P7LA FCO FATENT OV
LOLDLA: LY Uk (LT PHL 4anfT
AL 07 (AHC LH @07 1971 dhvA T &TVUs
apge AATH8LC PALINT AIC ALLAST NTINT
NG 090045 MHN OPL LAAPA:: ATHY
0281t AhGS PAOTANN SV PFMGOFFa-
A1C OPA 400 TN 9P7hA PPN PTPAFG
PNPA 478 ChTCLPT AVEITTHS MADG NG
ALD AL Phedd\:

Hé NHALR PA16E hGaeT il AUHOP
®Py HCTE 1L AAM (PAEIAANPE 180G
APe TIAMA: OPLI° CANTFALS LH APE AD-2
ho-at 0V NAL AATIR AR D077 (aP1LAT
h7¢ AV NAL PTLPRFT OV NeP@COC 1407
AHAR APLTPE AdoPANN L4 PG 0TI AL
L1T0: AAPI® AACXeT AT AHAT hTéet
A998 PBarCIm7 MHAR APPLFTrE AmSh?
apmA LTCNTA: SN AMLD* hHA!

novd OHI0C A+E429°
Aschalew Mengistu (Hiickelhoven)

@t 2009 9.9° PAvtE Gavt STC E oH9°

ATt A1GTT Are&P 0 Féh QAN+
3G e NABE (ATE T PG4T 049D
(et 92FSC AIC SF: PhSTE A16-T77 Féh
hADG ATIP4FT AGPNLHG BPCATI° ATID-L.9°
POLLA VALl HETS APATIP ATHH (HC N4-&AY
M ZADE PATEELT AU OHCE NhLoITTHS
N2¥e  héere  Nope eFsh homey,
PFSMMLD-T 070t 22AMT (19°F7°A I°LL
et Gt TN TPeHFA: QU-T WTE, A
P PINC PTE.D PAATLRE HHN AP
ADPL NTINE A1k HGI® &40 NANFRLS 1H
APS @OT FITNT

0P AVALY (AT AT hte
TNLHTFO (1918 ALLSPA NAIPII° PLav 33
HWBt @RI° +avM My hef ALAT 40P
AMHHT  APPMA  ASTCXLOPTT  NALANEL
APmé.nd. L1TA=PALD7 hHN @O-hAd- AL
PP PVt PPE PULEPCH CINANTI® P
AT NAMHH LVt Fe10- 230
ANEI® TCE AL A6 F&10- £18AN=AIAN,
0A¢t A7t Ot OAT POAPLT M1%7
PhTIC- PUITTE TR PPN PYILC ANHEE NATHIE
LU &1 HGI® &0 NA2CS NAPe AL
A4 NAAE £99° (ADH. Tt TIAPA:

NACT® O7LIOFTII° AL LV 1@ L9704
€S LA LCAA= NAVPT P99.8mé PhCI®
MG OMRFG RODPT  ALPs  (189PA
T1&APA: oot AVPTF eoleémst P7AENG
PTGt avSPFFT WU JHRMTTE AATIP
AT OVy TOCO-LD- 1&G (8P heP4.0aP0Fm-
LGN 0Py HEG ATH RLCTT WlaPsrtS 190
0ATF mPFS 993 hPOHE heC Phé HIST
PEmG (ATFCELe MHN AL hP4.000 LIFA:
LU W18 ADPLL LT hASG LATINLnho-
TS PATXPe  AHNE  AMHHT  (hHAP
APLATTE ALCNLNLD- LITA

AL $&EMGDG S Ph9e- MHA
POAPLt M7 ATl 7t TR N1t
NAATIR av 718 IPAT AT T NhAA AOD 4.8¢-A
AMH TEEO7 (PPCN aohlav PCAN LH +HF
10 LY OF1a ©P% PATIET hHAO PO
TeE PN AT FANT EPET ANCE
NPT e EMmé AATIP ATICTT 180G Navf
LPTF Pr.8mét7 NFALE 299099 NP7 F hork
(LLAFPLIPT hHAR ATP(L A1k He NIPGPD- L5
AL LCAA: MHAPR hoPg. ALH@®- 1841
(LPAP® (1P A PTHIAD ALD+ PATILS PhCT®
AN hadeT @157 2C HANE POLLT HEG ATHH
APADL: PIIR,BIP AP Pt AL FAIP PHd. I M-
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@2 PhACEE ALT! N7 Adh L0+7F
hered Aah 0N haATeeE AOh ATSE
AhHAR T NT9POMA Ich PR WTAPT 077
PPt ACEL P2 SF 09It NAIC OOT U
N@-sp PI1TT “Chd% ALT” 1907 (aPPAPA
0AZSNS OAHS V1F7T U A0A POPy HLE
AN av8q (FIATT AAPTE 4D<7 PhRT
il P7.0hA  HHAR a0t avavpolst
LECNTA: NPCOI® ®Fr AVALT (hHAP
TN AATLS AL MN%t avdk
A799429° AAGF ATAT TCME  ALLCNT
AL109°: WHAP AdP OIS

ANFOD+ avpo) ook

FC mary!

A1-07P1 Pk T4 D \TT? 102

Eyob Melaku (Troisdorf)

POPy AVALT mPAL TLINTC AP
DRATIGL LANT PTCHOTF®Y PANFRL LH
APS aowlt (199849 OATTRP MHN AL
AL A NchC TOALT AL (124 mCrT
NEFPAEMCTEI® N7 T7LCS NANANL 1154
ACO ALCT AR P1MMd (9P NAD- MLOTG
N0t AL n& T et 0197840 AL 2154
NHYP OFenlé n7¢ AV 0AL AATIP HAT
PATGIFD LD ARG (D TLHTPVFPA:
HGI® AP T4.0aP0FD av(P'ry PHALE GAT° AP
PANGE avt LCO-FTF MHIVFD Al IMPA::

AP 2LATI6L9° LANTT ATHHFD- 1NATIP
Het AL 9946007 PANGPS 27°Athe® av(+
1M (terAht  Qagest LANC  9TIG @-9
PUNSTAN hGA 77T D79° TPE h1-a0°17k
N9LPLD- avwlst admeP WILTLTFA (1HL.0099,
TCUPA: QU7 WTE POAPLT M1&7T PhTIC
P97t TR POFSI%T AN ARTR@: PFme

MEFO7 1°Har S 1300 NAL 7L ATICTT
NN FehLG 1M

PAFCLPeT MHN  II° ATRATIILS
A78TIem-p  avyRg0 KO+ PPt At
ZRATISI LANTEIHGLI® GR.SFDT en @+ FPND-
AN h-aP PP FD POL-(ei: AG 17 ANGT Y9
aLat +hr e qavdt oLy AVhL ATCXELT
LMD (ch?l AT Oh1-hi-Pt OLI° (1580 hel
PR M1PPT WGO-PAT: (PPRI® CATEEL
AU &TVE o ATH: 191G aphhg® AOH8LCT
NHZES  APATISE AMMH  P7Lm1P  ANGPUPRY
ATINTIHA ATD8A T

Naowlt AL 0T chH POLE A VAL
A1-aEIt (TP LD  aowlt A9
TUNELS 7 AENP @OET med TLt WTE.
AT A0 PCOAT APD-PIP:: WIHYT avPF
PP ANANI® 1 e Ath &CP T PEI PUA

@t 2009 9.9° PAvtE Gavt STC E oH9°

AATIP (LP7 har1LA hor OGS harR1LN oe9°
NALT ALAPATI?: LU Lo9° DL AVAL hil-
av e oy P AT PULA aPwl P TR
Tantie PI0PC 1w~

9106 AIPGIC P0LL AVALS ATHH
AFCS%P 0194, ch1-avP1F PAT aPPRIINPA
P2 PheS PANGE oot mNd 17 ATLATE
0Fa0C 17 @PRT PavaA APOTISE AT
NADTT.S N7 At A9D.LA%T IO, AM-L7F aveAP
F 1@

PACLL hHN ATTTrE AS ASIPAT GATY
N6St+ 9930 g U0 PrT  A19TES
AVADCD  OLLIFD- PAANILTE 28 M-
ALIIDAE Hée 17 A1C NPA 400TF 2RO T
PpBG  PINC  herFa-g® AL ArRNFA:
P00 T ARG APPI® hlh @L 1LH ALPA
(aogenyf: A +LI299, @-CLTT avhe. TACAA:
AAPI® LU favhlG P@-CeT HAPr AATLS
APRLLA ANP R AT NATE T NON-ATHS
197t ePITCAT AACELT AT 8o
0800 N 71840 LnNPNGTA: LA AATERS
chHA!
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NECavy A1C NTVFO- ACO AP0 Gav T O-AT
WAl T AP hPed hedhs havAm-
ARSI ANLD (ADCT O+ HI& TATL1T7
NG 84Fo- OChF X hGT ATk
TATFPA: QANGID- L.L78TF GavHg® PhqsNT
Ui (havant A0 aPZAE 1799 F9° AT
ANPTPA: NHUP O Ten16 A<l FAP Pt
PECavTy 4.8, a1 LAY ANATLIC QU TIP
NPCH 10+ PHGD- PavZch 37 W71% DO &/C
ANGOOT At Pl NECaPT PhGSh TRL
ATNGS FPE Lol GTFO: DATeRP 148
apht PPN PS AHDE B7HO T°10 OC #23
ALCIPA: NPATPAAN IC aPhng® $@,

PATPEL TR -01L90.0 APA TPAAN: (1099,
LT AAPFAT (1MI® AGIPAISAT: (19PMmA
nech eecovy ATeTE 7 AhNC (AT
dPAAPT ADPGA: AT (977 AG A7
AZLHNENFAL (LENEGA?

A &/C AOGDAY:- 9L B Cavy
8,200 APt TEHS YR TLOHC  poh
4.CR0 hCET PHOTDT 06700 NGHT 187
NhAaeTy @bt AL T91°1C AL "eUTY AT
ATV POLLID- Nt AGS®-27 vtk OC TOP
SALe TH. NP 1@< OAd<F NACA APt
gav gt @-OT PTINNE SALL NADCTS h&sh
anhd PCN ATFIF APEMC ALCAA=LUIP
agNPy N7 % AG7T TINTTIC BI°LYA:
AT AOhHE &40 PISNTFD-7 avg et P8 a7y
L9 eANNT PCF 6£:92 AT BCavT7T 291.51CS
e A& OAGP@ PP @ PUIRZ4TFMDY
aRhGF  RAYA=ONHL® PRIt ehALR
NATMFT  O9ITTHY a2t QUTT ha$
te@ 99990V7 LUTY AT PAmU @PPr7
ATINOAYATY NAPA= NOANE hhz 2C GAG v-ATF
AP T N FALR HCET FAATLPT 104 NTELACT
AQh a2t QAZANGT AP0 hhTisn
UAF ARTEART ANCOTY eHRAGP 104 (NIH.P

@t 2009 9.9° PAvtE Gavt STC E oH9°

A9° ATSHSTE P9PNIG 791°1C LT Wi AUP7
N71969° A0 N0F" U777 QAT P9°PNAD-
ALL A0 NF AU NarAm- GAP° +ALd- O
A&7 MITE v+ O9° 10-:=NH.LT Add,
AATE AP oHam P47 OATT Qoorrk
NAFSND-LT OTLIVE (P PI°C jMD-::

PATEELP MAL-0719.0 holeetq halaao-t
AL NAv-+ OPF A28 A1C L1 0L 4o+G
go7Lm-? NAAD- LH Phéd- 2770t ANNET o
MFANT QA0 Pa0k? horin hHy ANET
AGP@-T)F avgABm- JOYL M7

AC &/C AOGDAT- 1785 Aa AN AN
@\ N7 O Gaedt AQSTLGA: AU-T 17
PAPAT PPTLID- (LOA PAFCEEL TPR ATLANT
PAGSN A1CT P2%I°he-0S fooNt TP NF
ALLATP:=AG SN @OT havt A1CT U P9°FCS
PATPSC TPE PAD A PP @OT F 1o
1070  TIT 11 AFeXP PN AIC TFeNT
De.N AFTCI° P70 PUAD-G TPE 1D AHY U~
PAPAPA U2 aPA(- ATE: F 10 Av-rr A1C
APe PUPT P0APET POCPS PaPFFAN 1L
a8+ AAOTF: LU (ACAT PAN ALLAIP:
AL ATI8@ O3S H avg. ARD- QA &P
AHN FeP TINE (e PAN ARLAT: TIC 17
N7 Lo o PHFAA ATIleR -
A& e a1t ALE PGP 0CP YA
PCONT INC: TIC MY AAANSE  N0ST
FOPLO- OCP ATPOAT® NAPA: ~ATL.LD-I°
aagP h&C1D-7 N9T7 IC 10+ P9I LD 9T
aoA\ hPTAM? LN® AHU AL1E vt AL
LCAGA: PTI° 17 A e OT av Pt WY
90,77 P0due-P 0CP NN T4 AT harha 7
&t AT O A1C PA1D A K LD-0T T4 IPAN,
ooy avBavs® GO OACATY? LPC arQ0A
AN 2% NAPT ATCXPD-PT ACH ONACHTT
FOANTT A16-TT77 180 AT0FF0 T

PAACEL 188 PUHAR @Ff% YCTF T8
HLE WIHH ANG-T 7€ AP0t Gavd~t othtam-
107 Wt LT 4LLAD PPt AD PP
PATERET VADG KL AL (lepMi (1PANN(.O-
Pt TR PO 1T NChPA: APk
PIIYIE TOR POLLID? WILAN LINIA? PLLLA
P2Co%E NBCavT NAD- 04,040 ANTALC N9°7
LALA?

AOD &/C AQGOOT:- hooBaosfm-9° (L7

b2 AN ARFTRL PRLADTAN N8 hhh
M989 PLL1M7 AIC APG N1LT OATINH
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RIC MUt Ah T PRICRI hASeT
Pao(AT P(H NhlAMT AIC “90NAR ao et
A7LTeMPTVE (TOP INC: AUTIC FATEIR
014,840 HI° NI APT A8 15 LU ALOA
PATEEL a0t WOFmPa(t PADT Rt
PLLLAHI® A2Co%T ALY W18 MM1&E BCavy:
0937 A9%é0 AS Pavaant Al PULmbar-(t
Naopg 9°:CGT NFoh AL Ptaowlst 4.L.6-0HI°
1@z 29999 WILAGICh-T 17 OHC AL Ptavw it
b24AD KU W2 ATCHLL avdm(C AANT:
NavA@- &40 A@TH L1PA=NATE A1C &TUT
AATE NA&Y OHC aPn48.0 Po1.0apM @+ £9° '11C
PAYP: h&snT Ah ARV POt TFAC evidm-
HERTE 10+ ADACLPANI® aPA44t AT (chC
NATS 099t AS apdsf N9Ndand 1o+
AD-CT D07 hGE@-077 ¥7 Mt A PF Nt
nh&sn Navgnsd 19 POMTF@- A1C SoLNLEL Gt
PCULLE M1 APt RHT NePTIHAN A2 8%
AT 700 ORI° RIe LavElt QAAMY
ArtT "G @ b0 AOA 10" Nde PaomPP
a1l AP RJFeRP  @oaT  Atho-
ADGD- gt MG AL Ptaowlt (1F i
TCPE ARPs \chC H0C Pre NHLEL ha @-OT
OPtT hG AACRCO-PT WNHYT1HFT aohvet
ANNTE AR ATERE AU NhC 2786 Qua
AGT (oS, 10+ AR et @LLTI° MATIIP
AGHTT  APXP A7 QA 20T ASTH
ALLNTIP: AN AT PAT G AT 917 hATS:
AEEL TIhRT POMTT AEFE PG YT avCat
PAN7YP::

PRSP T90:- (17:4h9° 1P1 NOVA POAPL T
M1 A%9¢ W42 OTAP PR W8 TINGST
LFAN?

ACAN &/C AOGOONY- 190Fo7  29ICS
LToLe A1 aon7r ANH LH POAPLT M1,
A1 T 010417 M@ 1NC: ACATF@-9° 2U7T INC
PATY “FACE G U TG 10 @R “U\E
& AavGIC avlF PATC DR “hTll DAT
P LD % ATICE OATSIE NF A9 10+
me?” NG w-9° OPt (LIP7 OAFLT M1
PY78C MPAL Mt AWM 10 F4h9° QVAI®
LavAhd-d\::

PAATLE 1AL - NchF @ISTF PhTIe N
He APPGP@+ PP G AL PHIAM@- hé-t AP
ARTEEP AT NAD: aPaPHTFIT 10+ NAD-
endhete: ACAL BUTT hal 8962

@t 2009 9.9° PAvtE Gavt STC E oH9°

AG &/C AQGDAT:- ALy AL TAP PTD-A0L:
POE A (AL TOAL AGEI® AOEI® Hav2EgP
"Wt A9 0" NAD ARAALTIIP: (A PP rE
Y@ PLAV~F NNANTTHY 10+ 9977 PAOIY APH0AD
Y@« P+ICh-te: A91¢- AANTE AAM, AANTTE ACTP
AN ALLPI® QUPGA AL PPIEY PN
QALY OAeOE AT T4 Q% 1G58 hAD-PIo:
PAU-F TDALT NIPANT U7 AAERe DL HMS
AT AHO AAF: IS @A 85 TCAYT
PIYPID- NV AP0 Gavt (T PA O Y-
eUTT OMF T ANSGF Y@ Ot Gavt
AEEPP 1 Nde POFTILD? LARII® Wt A9
Wi A7 L9 ACT 1 OHCY 0914 +0de AALT
AGI® 77 A9 ATR91.I00CP 10T A= IPTIP
VAT Tt PANT A9149° AEEPPI T
ACTI® A% PD-9° T4 DNt 10

AT 8L - CRHAR ATPOLATIT Ol
02¢ NavgeeaG APMss, NTINPeH LAP PHelie
AAOE Az 7% A% 1Y P9l (H&ST PU1.PLCHT
PYIT avBl- PO MR LFPAE LUTT AANZATL
THCh A& TPt SFAN? TN he
A99LL0 DAL TS AL PP 7 LMNPA?

ACA &/C ROGONT-11299 090 prfv
PAG<T7 7€ LAt Gavdt Canght PATE TCT
A0A AAUYE (1910 ©PLT AATIPRS L.9°he-(LPP
O 2°Co%T (a0 SOOI 102 K1 APE AATIP 1A
SAT AISRG PTLTAD A% AATS (LBI° 1@
ALY 8007 ¢ OOT IITLD* A AL ODT 17
LUT? FANES AADLLID-9P: (ADTF P
AN T Ptavw @ AADY ¢ NTTIENAS
avy (19944 AF 10 AHPFFI 1470+
PeTFTY NchC AF8NCS ATTIANT F -
MG NAC T7 LTSNS (LPLE HI® ATANT:
280 8V NP1 74 AFCXPP 17 ATINT 907 oo
ANT?

A2L9°79° A7 LUTY &0 0L HENOTTT 17
N&PCINav+aIa0G (A72L 1 AdPaH P90 TATY
A8.0 ATL0T NALMCYE ARTTEP ANT PIPI0AD-
G08 aFMIIC ALTIA QUAIC 458, IPT LA

PAMLEL 198 (1A914G KhCT° A avhA
PEavsm7 avpng® ATERE A1&AF  AmShe
avpmi LFAN?

MO\ &/C AOGONT:- Ph16-T77 (407 2hHAN
®PC PTLLHT PACIS ATe- NBC  hHOF
AATELL PAFD- 200 A1E hANAUT &40 ANC
PaoC HRN7? AOhA@ENT 20 ANTFDIS 10
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AU-T 2aPOTI9Y Tt WG PAPFFAN LK, 10+ (19PP'RIP
ALY vk NBET UTRIPFO7T AdhAmShs-
&40 240 116 LM N8 AAANIC:NAD-1E NPT
neeA. MAE BIPLT hah AaN @0 NTHAP
AL PACT NhC PAANT NG ATTII=hut
NhCTF 2C PHIe-0E SFO: 2Y v P99.040@-
AHAPR  APPT PULLOTA  API® ANFOD- 977
emPar-(h: ACTPPT ATTIMAANT PILAD-T “TTHN,
Fro: AT e0Am AP 197TF Laod £4.00
Nch@ PAIPS PG PhACLP A ALe AT 17 i
AMAD NhC U TAP P40 AP S TFAN:

ALK 80— ATPOTIGPD- ATHH havahlg®
29 ¢7 2009 94.9° F9°C CANFNE 1H APS
A A NACOP 08 W8P O-OT ANTFNS LH,
APS ATIDE 09100 FA PPN 70T Ad NAD- PIPGA-?

A &/C KOO0 T:- 1360F7 PhNTFRL 11
APS PT.0AD- TIC PaPEavsPm- hR.LATP: NG
2RAAN Havy NhCre- AL PANTFNL LH APE
o€ INCx ALV PRt 10C A0\ A0k
ANPOAI® 990 PAZLLOTT PAMSTFDY (1TH
LPUTFW Ptttz (OPE  hAmPard®  I0C:
AILD9° PhCTe- N "Ahh ALY apSPF
WILLNFD- (hHAN APRTI™" NTINT aPIAA Bavl:
AAHY OH.L7 OPT AAPIIP: NLCAI° Adw IO
AU ALNGS IP79° AD-T ALIPM AL TFATP:ARS
Y 00t Gavt avy NANTFNG LH APS #°C 17
@t AfAAve: DHE  QAd AZAth §83
haoomed® @ ALY APE ?91.P09 TIC ¢
AL LATP::

PATEXP T8L:- NALOTE hed AN
NANCE  hed  e2M1)0  TPUCt  TI0to968
aZheT AL &0 8T il PTLTTD TP
@O0 10 070 AANC Ga0 31 L TIPVCT LGP
P AALD- Gavt (&7 T4 PHdmlm-
Novgché AHDEF 10 (TN #Co%t LPCH
MEPAA: AOC Gavt aviv Atwe. Gt VALY
oL +mPE T NNt LAP N8PCH hAET TN
go7 TN 1D-?

A &/C AOGO Y- 2% eorM@- 01407
Gt AT DL A8 AATF ALY
S AN T1C 17 hiLe P00 A PPUTS AATEL PP
LAt AP TOC LPSA PPAD- hHé OGSOt
qavt E9oC AN A& Féh AnG+s +9Puct
+Rapt B TP TF AT PINLD: PhATLP
Foh FPUCE avRime 10 11 L99° PCTC
ARSI AR Fehr T0taIc Phadk
ezacht 88 NF aory 2PN NP AODAU-:

@t 2009 9.9° PAvtE Gavt STC E oH9°

AALY Qu-tc Oed AL CRITT ALt TIPéet
LAPAATA=NATS  fzaCht @A UL
+6PTF  0F AL AT FAfet@- -
P paomet: A96@  NATICD P ACTPMD-
hacPo-: -0 N0+ OC 10+ ART®- PT1.NAT:
A0 TONLE UTT FPNAe A QALY OF A1C7
A7 LnPt 1@< LUTT 04-AACXE OTHFT
N T@0% OO LTLPCOT N AT AML LAV
Az hCOTET P Tt Q@+ héC @O PAD- a8
Phs P0MA PANT 10 N8 PG AD- TF AT
MA@+ PGP NHY @B avFFN 19°7 L10AN?

PAACXE 9L -ANST Y9P4 Gav T LININD-
PAEREe ESHI® GCTT (ABA GCTIS IPCih
oty ATAOP (twe PATPINHSE TI0T0%e
PAANA @-PC ANLT hCOTEST PTLTHF T8
OOT 10 29N 109 APHSAE A8V ARTH
Pe.mm PPeA PATL AIC 7 1 LA AhA
(2.0, a9t 182 NADNY, Hhat Avit
10 N A999v7 PAFICAE (LY AL PACH
ANTEPT IO m-?

ACN &/IC ANGOOY:- euTy vt T
Pa9. Pav M@+ (HCTHYFS NPAPTH AL Ptavwltm-
LUOAT &ANET 10 AN NA h9o T Gav 1 B
A0S G 112t RIC SR 12 DG
P99, PPOHT T1C (LFC AN(+IIP PP 10 0271 W 19PF
ANGC NF 1@ AANTE PRANEL BT° APl
NAANA  DC  PHOP8A: ARE  AATEEPD-07
UATEP AL4AAI° 0697 F(F PAOT PL(T
AROg® GFE 0090 av et hoLav (1A AALNA
aattn gUT? NP 0F POFT O A P4ANI 1D+
QA7 ASI°GA

Re APPE ACRP TNt 97T SR Ahaeg®
ALLATI® mL? hu-tr NAL ANAI® PapA A 1e%f
P3N TT aPwltS 0h oIS 3T W04 LAC G
LU QAT Ahad® Fse NF  Pr.0A%
ATEZRET PCO ST TNt ATTAPERT Ao
PIOTNCOFDT 3ot v TIPETS  TIPAAT
PHFD- Jm- 180 bt PAFEXP AT
OPPNCT AhG9® SF (L 79 AFeSPm-07
ATIPe L I0CH (L AdN, O-AT AAPPPGTFo-
Y- 099 PAHID:: AAHY P34 9L @-0T avo0k:
TYYI° ALMPIOIO::

PAATLE 8L (PCHH PECTP FIAC
ATEA TRCHA ATeLPT MI0FOT OPF U-ALHIP
LP? ATeS%e o< 188 ZA0PT aowlt
ASCD (v PadaP  AFATLYEPT  (9TFATE
ATPFPT (19%%-M7 AATLT N9ILI1TS L.IPhe- (LD
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2C%TT (10 a0 Omet ALAPT 10+
NAPA: ALSHDI® A A1P%P O-OT AND- 188
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Mission Statements

The Ethiopian Affair is a quarterly private Magazine established in September, 2014. It is voice of
the voiceless Ethiopians initiated by determined individuals to be published in Amharic and
English in Germany as well as beyond. The Ethiopian Affair is a print and online publication
dedicated to publishing latest information together with significant proposals. We used images
of three keys on the cover of this Magazine to symbolize mistrusts among Ethiopians, the regime
in power and opposition political parties. It is an obvious fact that Keys have been used to lock
away secret information and most valuable things of the greatest significances for centuries.
Consequently, we used images of the three keys to symbolize the ultimate quest of Ethiopians
for freedom, justice and democracy. Thus, our aim in this volume is to unlock the range of
political, social, economic and environmental issues that are locked before twenty years but still
affect all of us.

Editorials of the Ethiopian Affair strongly believe that information is a key to maintain power in
this twenty first century. Thus, we are committed to increase the circulation of information to
have a direct and positive effect on political, social, economic and environmental affairs of
Ethiopia in order to create a more inclusive democratic political system that involves all
stakeholders in it. Therefore, we encourage all Ethiopians regardless of their political, ethnic
and/or religion affiliation to actively participate in all affairs of the country without any
restriction. However, the opinions expressed in this Magazine are not necessarily those held by
Editorials of the Ethiopian Affair. Indeed, contrary views are most welcome to enhance further
discussion.

(D The Ethiopian Affair

The right Magazine in the
right place at the time!
Established in September, 2014
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Editors Note

'‘Qoshe' Disaster - GCovernment
Failure to Protect Citizen

In Addis Ababa, capital city of Ethiopia March 9, 2017- collapse of a mountain of solid waste
officially known as 'Qoshe' buried and killed more than 150 citizens and residents of the area say
at least dozen people remain disappeared. These people, including many women and children,
had no option but to live and work in such a hazardous environment because of the government’s
failure to protect their right to adequate housing, and decent work. Whatever kind of country we
have except people neglected, the government cannot let people live in this situation and also
that has caused large-scale displacement for the poor in the capital. The government has been
constructing high-rise apartment blocks on the edges of the city to house people at subsidized
rates, but those efforts have been plagued by corruption. Many of the displaced have resorted
to building makeshift shelters in dangerous and undesirable areas, including on and around the
'Qoshe' landfill. The government is fully responsible for the people living on this site and for their
condition of those people who died, and for their lack of safety. It was aware that the landfill was
full to capacity but continued to use it regardless. The government as soon as possible starters
an inquiry into the landfill collapse (by excluding it self from investigation leading), which is at
odds with the image Ethiopia wants to project as a rapidly developing country. The government
has not yet given a cause for the collapse, but must take responsibility for what happened and

come up with a better plan for a sustainable solution for the victims.

Abebe Abidie /Deputy Editor
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Massacre of Amhara

Daniel Shitie

An evil campaign has been fired up in
Ethiopia by the regime in place and other
extremist elements to provoke violence and the
mass slaughter of Amharas considered by the
TPLF/EPRDF regime and its supporter as the main
enemy as a people. Inside the country and in the
diaspora, crazed extremist elements have been
mobilized to call for the massacre of Amharas and
some of these elements have been guests of
Western TV stations and radio programs given the
chance to spread their toxic propaganda of
hatred. The ruling Tigray people’s liberation front
defined its struggle back in 1975 as anti-Amhara.
Long before it took power in 1991, the Tigrean
front now in power collaborated with the Eritrean
front (EPLF) and the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF)
to attack hospitals in Assossa and wollega to
cause the massacre of hundreds of Amhara there.
The Eritrean commander of the operation has
proudly narrated in an interview how they dealt
with the Amhara’s there. Some three hundred
Amhara were killed, burnt alive and/or
slaughtered. Video evidence of the horrible
massacre is available.

The alliance of the Tigrean front, the
Oromo and the Eritrean fronts has always been
stringently anti-Amhara and by extension anti-
Ethiopia. These elements have for long equated
being an Amhara with being for Ethiopia and as
they consciously stood and still stand against
Ethiopian identity they consider Amharas as the
main enemy. Hence, the conscious anti-Amhara
campaign. Once the TPLF took power using the
name EPRDF as a cover, it let loose anti-Amhara
elements to commit massacres of Amhara in
ARBAGUGU and the brutal killings of Amhara in
BEDENO in Eastern wollega too, the OLF has been
involved in the murder of innocent Amharas.

October 31, 1991: beginning at 6 a.m. in
the morning, the OLF surrounded 16 peasant
associations Dibu and Gigan areas in the district
of Gololcha killing 7 people and wounded many
others. The people in the area opposed this
massacre by trying to defend themselves by
resorting to spears. Upon the intervention of
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elders the shooting was stopped. November 2,
1991 on this very area Dibu and Gigan areas the
OLF opened fire beginning 7 a.m. thereby killing
more than 1000 people. The homes and
properties of 16 peasant associations and their
individual members were looted pillaged and the
reset set on fire by the OLF. The genocide which
took place on this day was extremely horrendous
and barbaric around Moya the District of Chole.

October 19, 1991: on this market day in
an attempt to attack the Amhara people and
disperse the people at the market, opened gun
fire and shot killed 3 people. October 22, 1991:
These same peoples, having organized an army of
between 300 and 400 men, opened fire on the
town of Moye killing an unknown number of
people. In general, they looted and ransacked
everything ranging from business owned by
individuals to governmental organisations
thereby leaving the town empty. October 23,
1991: These same fighters set on fire four peasant
villages thereby leaving no less than 1000 families
without any shelter. October 28, 1991: This same
attack continued thereby destroying and burning
12 peasant villages by fire and leaving behind
more than 10,000 inhabitants (people without
shelter and exposing them to starvation and
dispossession.

November 5, 1991: On this day, also an
OLF army, no less than 400 in number, penetrated
deep into Moye from the neighbouring
administrative region of Hararghe. This OLF force
bombed and shelled with launchers, automatic
rifles, bombs and explosives innocent farmers
who do not know anything else except farming
and civilian life. This modern army has several
types of canned and dry foodstuff and was
particularly attacking members of the Amhara
ethnic group and the Christina population living
in the area.

October 4, 1991: Mr. Tesfaye Alemu and
Mr. Gebre Sellase Gebre Egziabher, both of whom
were working on their farms, near ABOMSA town
- the capital of the sub-province, were perforated
and killed with bullets by the OLF forces. The
killers went away ululating. The killers of these
two men are Mr. Hussien Safeno and Mr. Kedir
Gelma. Having committed these atrocities, the
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two men still live freely in the town (ABOMSA
town) with their arms. Since the killing of these
two men, the property and domestic animals of
the Christian population of the area are openly
looted and the rest being set on fire. October 28,
1991: 900 (nine hundred homes) housing people
in six peasant associations in ANGODECHI area in
the district of GEGU were set on fire and the
properties of the inhabitants looted and
ransacked. Although burned and tarred human
skulls were found in the burnt houses, it was not
possible to know the exact number of victims of
this atrocity. However, those who survived this
horrendous attack have fled into the surrounding
bushes and valleys.

October 29, 1991: In this same district in
Werenso Gure, Wengelo Kersa, Amshera
Mengagsa areas 420 houses were burnt down by
fire. As the houses were set on fire during the
night, at which time many people were in deep
sleep, the number of people killed by far exceeds
that of GEGU mentioned above. But the exact
figure of the people who had died is not known.
October 30, 1991: In three areas in the district of
Merti i.e. in Molleme Seka, Ferekesa Meskobe,
Molome Kesa areas a total of 570 homes were
burnt down. October 31, 1991: In this same
district of MERTI in areas called Awachura Micha,
Ferekesa Mukagelo, Ashe Felika 336 houses were
burnt down.

November 5, 1991: In a peasant
association known as Gobenu Chaka except for 16
houses with corrugated roofs, all the remaining
116 houses (one hundred sixteen) were burnt
down. While houses in the above -mentioned
areas were set on fire, children and old people
housed in these homes were also burnt alive.
Those who were strong and tried to escape from
the burning houses were shot at and the ones
who survived have fled to an unknown direction.
Within these two days, in these two districts
alone property worth millions of Birrs,
accumulated over centuries has been destroyed.
More than one thousand homes were burnt
down. Schools and churches in the districts have
been looted and pillaged. Parts of these schools
and churches have also been burnt down. At this
moment, in the whole sub-province 197
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elementary and junior high schools as well as 2
high schools, thus a total of 199 schools are
closed. While a school teacher in the district of
MERTI had been killed, the remaining teachers
have fled the area. Except for government offices
in the sub-provincial capital, all government
offices in other parts of the sub-province have
been looted and closed. The culprits or the people
responsible for this serious massacre (genocide)
of people and the destruction of property.

Various elders, representatives of the
populace, church representatives have at various
times appealed and brought to the attention of
various authorities including the prime minster
this genocide (massacre) and this boundless
tribulation of the people. However, to this day no
measures have been taken. The committee
presenting this appeal has the backing of 221
persons and has as its aim the cessation or
stopping of the current genocide or massacre that
is being directed against the Amharas and the
Christian people living in the area; if at all this
appeal is heeded and supported.

The current crisis in Metekel Zone of
Benshangul-Gumuz regional state was instigated
in relation to the elections of May 2015. About a
month before the fateful election, Special Police
Force of the regional state had been sent to
Wembera and Bulen Woredas of the zone to quell
any rebellion against the TPLF rule. Since the TPLF
coined in its political program as a struggle
against “Amara and imperialism” and labelled the
Amaras as staunch enemies of the Tigrean
people, it is generally assumed that the
opposition to TPLF’'s apartheid-style rule would
come from the Amhara, ethnic group.
Accordingly, TPLF instigated members of the
Gumuz ethnic group to single out and hunt down
Amaras living in Metekel Zone.

In this case, the mission given to the
Special Police Force was to terrorize the local
population in Wembera and Bulen Weredas of
Metekel Zone so that by coercion they are forced
to elect TPLF candidates for local and national
parliament. Those Amaras who were suspected of
supporting opposition parties were rounded up
and thrown into jail. The pretext given by local
authorities were that those Amaras were armed

March 2017 Volume 3 Issue No.2

18



PATOXL T4L The Ethiopian Affair

and have been supporting rebel groups who
waging armed insurrection against TPLF rule.
Based on the pretext given, the remaining
peaceful local Amara population came under
constant harassment and intimidation by the
Special Police Force.

Massacre in Melkan Kebele: The
instructions to round up and massacre Amaras
were received by officials of Melkan Kebele in
Wembera Wereda. On May 16 and 17, 2015
Amhara children, elderly, women, expecting
mothers and the disabled were picked up from
their homes, imprisoned and murdered in cold
blood. Like Mussolini’s fascist massacre of
Ethiopians in Addis Ababa in the 1930s, the
Gumuz carried out their mission of genocide
using machetes, knives, shovels, axes and with
live bullets. In those two days 160 Amaras were
slaughtered like sacrificial animals. Those who
tried run and escape the wholesale massacre
were chased, shot point blank and fell in the
bushes of the area.

Young, old, pregnant, and elderly Amaras
found hiding in their homes, were also
slaughtered indiscriminately. All male victims
were castrated; breasts of female victims were
slashed, and taken as trophies by the Gumuz
hordes. The killers left all the victims’ beds and
clothes stained in blood. After the massacre the
killers used the dishes and utensils of the victims
for feasting on the flesh of those they killed. The
livers and kidneys of Amara victims were
immersed in chili powder and eaten. In a
nutshell, the torso of the perpetrators became
the burial grounds of the slaughtered Amaras. To
date, not a single corpse of the massacred Amaras
was buried, and their skeletons are either thrown
into the Gursha River, which crosses the area, or
scattered everywhere in the village.

Massacre ~ Committed in  Ayigali-
Mozambique Kebele:About a month after the
Melkan massacre, a similar incident occurred on
June 19, 2015 in Ayigali-Mozambique Kebele,
Bulen Wereda, Metekel Zone of the Benshangul-
Gumuz region. In this case eye witness accounts
said that the scale and breadth of the massacre
could be less compared with what happened in
Melkan Kebele. However, the Amara were the
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sole victims of the June 19, 2015 massacre. What
happened in Ayigali-Mozambique Kebele has
been the torchlight for this whole report. Two of
the perpetrators from the local Gumuz
community were apprehended by the police. The
Bulen district police inspector, who investigated
the two suspects, happened to be from the
Oromo community. During the investigation, the
police inspector asked the two suspects how they
carried out the massacre. Unashamed of their
deeds the suspects boastfully told the inspector
how they committed the atrocity: They said that
they killed the two Amaras, castrated their
genitals, and consumed their livers and kidneys.
Upon hearing the testimony of the two suspects,
the Bulen Wereda police inspector was in an utter
and complete shock.

Hundred feared

Bishoftu Massacre
Imran Girma Geleta

dead in

The annual Irreecha religious festival of the
Oromo people that was held on Sunday in
Bishoftu, 40 km south of the capital Addis Ababa,
ends with tragedy after regime forces fired
teargas and guns from ground and a military
helicopter to disperse a protest, triggering a
stampede, witnesses said.

Among the over million festival goers,
crowds formed and start chanting “we need
freedom” slogans with their arms crossed above
their heads. That triggers security forces to fire
teargas and warning shots resulting to the death
of hundreds just like that.

Social activists and Director of the Oromo
Media Network, Jawar Mohammed citing police
sources, said besides the 120 confirmed deaths
inside Bishoftu hospital, another 175 dead
bodies have been loaded and taken to Addis
Ababa.

At least 250 feared dead in Bishoftu,
Ethiopia, after police used tear gas and opened
fire on people gathered to mark Irreechaa, the
Oromo thanksgiving festival, according to
activists and eyewitness reports. The Irreechaa
holiday at Hora Arsadi, the crater lake near the
site of Sunday’s massacre, is considered the
biggest cultural and spiritual celebration in Africa.
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On this day, October 2, which will be
entered into history books as the Irreechaa
Massacre, the sacred grounds of Arsadi were
littered with dead bodies, according to reports.
The mass arrests began a day early. Tensions run
high all day as military helicopters flew above the
crowd at lower altitude, in what was seen as an
effort to intimidate the gathering crowd. At the
city entrances security checkpoints stretched for
hours as festival goers arrived from across
Oromia. But despite the heavy security presence,
Irreechaa goers still expected to partake in a
peaceful celebration of the arrival of Birraa, as
the holiday marks a seasonal change from dark
and rainy winter months to a bountiful Spring.

But chaos, confusion and stampede broke
out in the early afternoon when the
youth booed the newly elected chairman of the
ruling Oromo People’s Democratic Organization,
OPDO, off the stage. The protests began as soon
as the crowd filed into the malka, the river bank,
close to the stage where politicians hoped to
make political statements — statements that are
often unheard and unheeded even on a “normal”
year. It’s clear that the youth were ready to make
a statement of their own to the local officialdom
—inan unusual in your face type of way. But their
protests were peaceful. They crossed arms,
forming an X, popularized by Oromo marathon
runner Feyisa Lilesa, to say no to the Kkillings,
beatings and arrests. It is an incident like no
other. A turning point for the 11-month old
Oromo protests, a popular uprising against the
Oromo people’s continued social, economic and
political marginalization by the central
government in Ethiopia.

Irreechaa has emerged at the most
important event among the Oromo. It is officially
acelebration of the bountiful harvest of Birra but
acelebration of “Oromummaa” itself. It is the
most unifying event for the Oromo, who
constitute at least half of Ethiopia’s 100 million
people.

This wasn’t an ordinary year for Oromo
and for Ethiopians as a whole. More than 1,000
people have been killed.
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Ethnic tension and groups

interest in Ethiopia
Abebe Abidie

In Ethiopia, the key facts that people were
killed and jailed, high corruption and human right
violation by the current government of EPRDF are
hidden but outright lies, claims based on hate
politics and other incidents felt really
exaggerated that leads to the frustration,
shocking and disappointing the whole citizen.

Currently almost all Ethiopian political
situation is going to be exercising ethnic based
political movement. That is why currently in every
aspect people those who have political
knowledge or not raising questions about ethnic
biased/bad attitude and hate each other.
Activists, many of whom are based abroad take a
major share but it includes all people those who
think themselves as a 'politicians'; Facebook
'hero’s' and political parties including EPRDF. If
they continue to fight Ethiopian Unity, they will
not supposed to sustain their protest that it was
too late, that no one had the opportunity to
listen to them any longer.

The country instead of becoming
progressive, is becoming regressive by the day.
The people finds it polluting to live in such a
disgusting political environment and therefore
people has taken to rebellion and develop a
hatred towards politics. Our country politics
going to disillusioned with the political discourse
especially among the so-called diaspora elites
who have hijacked the very welfare and wellbeing
of the country.

It’s time for Ethiopians to think of
reconciliation and start thinking of our legacy for
the next generation when we say let’s work
together for the good of the country. If Ethiopian
politics could be common concern of the whole
citizen, it should be either people (those who
agreed each other) take over the real power,
government introduces significant reforms, or by
negotiation otherwise, it will get worse. If it
couldn't be solution, the people are waiting until
the state of emergency will over and then ready
to begin to protest again.

March 2017 Volume 3 Issue No.2

20



PATOXL T4L The Ethiopian Affair

Justice and Politics in Ethiopia
Addis Genene (Stockholm, Sweden)
EPDRF has been terrorizing Ethiopians
since they came to power, the situation getting to
its worst after the 2005 elections. For the
Ethiopian government, journalism, blogging,
being a member of any opposition party is
considered as an act of terrorism. Simply, it is
possible to conclude that, any one criticizing the
government is classified as a terrorist.
Constitution guarantees religious
freedom, but the government has increasingly
harassed the Muslim community, which has
grown to rival the Ethiopian Orthodox Church as
the country’s largest religious group. Muslim
groups accuse the government of trying to
impose the beliefs of an obscure Islamic sect, Al-
Ahbash, at the expense of the dominant Sufi-
influenced strain of Islam. A series of protests
against perceived government interference in
religious affairs since 2012 have ended in a
number of deaths and more than 1,000 arrests.
Academic freedom is often restricted in
Ethiopia. The government has accused
universities of being pro-opposition and prohibits
political activities on campuses. There are reports
of students being pressured into joining the
EPRDF in order to secure employment or places
at universities; professors are similarly pressured
in order to ensure favorable positions or
promotions. The Ministry of Education closely
monitors and regulates official curricula, and the
research, speech, and assembly of both
professors and students are frequently restricted.
The Chairman of the Opposition Oromo
Federalist Congress (OFC) party, Merara Gudina,
was arrested last month upon return from a
meeting with European Union (EU) lawmakers in
Belgium. In Brussels, Merara appeared at the EU
parliament to testify on the recent political crises
and reports of alleged human right violations in
the horn of Africa’s nation. He was accused of
meeting with members of an armed Ethiopian
opposition group in Brussels, an act banned under
the emergency law.
The most significant human rights
problems included: restrictions on freedom of
expression and association, including through
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arrests; detention; politically motivated trials;
harassment; and intimidation of opposition
members and journalists, as well as continued
restrictions on print media.

Other human rights problems included
arbitrary killings; allegations of torture, beating,
abuse, and mistreatment of detainees by security
forces; reports of harsh and, at times, life-
threatening prison conditions; arbitrary arrest
and detention; detention without charge and
lengthy pretrial detention; a weak, overburdened
judiciary  subject to political influence;
infringement on citizens’ privacy rights, including
illegal searches; allegations of abuses in the
implementation of the government’s
“villagization” program.

The reality is that durable peace cannot
be maintained through a state of emergency and
other forms of repressive measures. The only way
towards sustainable and just peace is democracy,
the supremacy of the rule of law and freedom for
all citizens. Anything short of these fundamental
changes and democratic dispensations could only
be described as “pressure cooker” stability that is
secured using brute force. History tells that the
peace and stability that result from authoritarian
rule are not only short lived but also dangerous.

The regime has a well-established record,
not only violating citizen’s fundamental rights,
but disregarding the sanctity of human life. As
such, it is plausible that these kinds of
irresponsible attacks on civilian targets could be
the works of the regime itself to sow suspicion
and mistrust among and between various
communities.

All concerned parties, especially the
international community, must take note of the
progression of conflict and the deteriorating
peace and security situation in Ethiopia under the
veneer of a false sense of stability the leaders of
the TPLF regime proclaim. In the absence of free
and independent media, both national and
international information on what is happening
around the country and beneath the surface is
hard to come by. However, citizen reporting and
alternative media outlets are describing the
deteriorating security situation in various parts of
the country.
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The unstoppable strong
accusations of Oppositions and
Dictator Response of Ethiopian

government
Hailu Kassa

The Ethiopian government has prisoned
many opposition political party members and
ordinary people since starting the official claim of
“State of Emergency”. These people have been
demanding their Political, Freedom and
Democratic right for the past decades. Even the
Human Rights Watch accuses this government
repeatedly over the illegal prison of all these
people. The Ethiopian government usually uses
the technique of Terrorism hoping to get positive
attention from its own people and from
international organization as a secure and strong
government in drawing a picture of the word
Terrorism in mind to take action against these
innocent people but rather these people are the
people who are struggling for the realization of
Democracy in the country.

There are many political prisoners in
different stations in the Capital city Addis Ababa
including the famous opposition officials Dr.
Merara Gudina und his partner Mr. Bekele Gerba.
Even if there are pressures from the International
organizations on this regard but there is no
response on the side of the Ethiopian government
but rather making the situation worse. This shows
the confirmation how the Ethiopian government
has no intention at all to accommodate the
different political opinions, pressures and bring
the real democracy in the country.

The different political parties are still
accusing the government for the release of its
members and complaining even they are not
secure enough to continue with their political
struggle and to implement their political rights in
the country.

The dominant political parties with many
followers such as: Blue party and All Ethiopian
Unity Party are still under pressure by the
government. These political parties have been
asking the government for the release of its
members in different times but they have not got
any response from any government officials. All
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Ethiopian Unity Party is still trying to put its
maximum efforts and continue to sit around the
table with the government officials to reach to
goals to release its members out of prison.
However; the Blue party on the other hand has no
any sort of intention to sit with the government
officials unless all its political prisoners are
released. This party member officials have also
made discussion with the European Union
officials regarding its party agendas, accusations
and over the current situation in the country.

However; all the accusations are as usual
denied by this dictator government and for sure
will continue with its dictator leadership unless
something happen by the Ethiopian people as
well as help from the International communities.

May God bless Ethiopia!!!

Repression and corruption in
Ethiopia
Alemayehu Molla Shahe

Ethiopians have been for many years now
suffering from the compound effects of
repression, poverty, famine and ethnic conflict.
However, this year has become the worst one in
the recent history of the country. The widespread
popular unrest, famine in many parts of the
country, a cholera outbreak and stampede at a
culture festival claimed the lives of more than
2500 innocent civilians. Yet the recent death toll
in Addis Ababa from the intentional collapse of a
mountain of rubbish was “totally preventable
disaster.” Is there any heart-breaking story other
than this tragedy? Why, we Ethiopians are unable
to overcome such kind of preventable disasters
over the past twenty-six years? Why, we are still
in a vicious circle of poverty, repression,
corruption and famine? Answering these
questions vyield important insights into the
current political climate of Ethiopia.

To begin with, the March 02, 2017 edition
of Forbs Magazine indicated that the amount of
money stolen by leaders of the Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TOLF) since it came to power in
1991, reached $30 billion. This figure is based on
the UN’s own 2015 report on lllicit Financial
Outflows by a panel chaired by former South
African President Thabo Mbeki and another from
Global Financial Integrity, an American think tank.
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These documents $2-3 billion—an amount
roughly equaling Ethiopia’s annual foreign aid
and investment—being drained from the country
every year, mostly through over- and under-
invoicing of imports and exports.

Ethiopia’s far-left economy is centrally
controlled by a small ruling clique that has grown
fantastically wealthy. Only they could be
responsible for this enormous crime. In other
words, the same Ethiopian leadership that’s
begging the world for yet another billion for its
hungry people is stealing several times that
amount every year.

To sum up, the above three paragraphs in
once sentence, there is a deep-rooted marriage
between repression and corruption in Ethiopia.
And this deep-rooted marriage the root cause all
the problems that we are facing today in Ethiopia
including the recent death in Addis Ababa from
the intentional collapse of a mountain of rubbish
that claimed the lives of more than 100 people
most of them are women and children. Therefore,
to avoid such kinds of disasters from happing
again in Ethiopia, it is to dismantle the TPLF
regime once for all. To this end, | am calling
Ethiopians in general and friends of Ethiopians in
particular to stand together against the
repressive and corrupted regime of the Tigray
People’ Liberation Front.

The Danger of the Minority
Regime in Ethiopia
Daniel Kassa (Hanau)

The manifestation of the danger of
minority rule in Ethiopia justified as democratic
legitimacy of governance lies in the will of an
ethnic group(TPLF), and the politics of the ruling
minority contradicts the mandate of the majority,
the composition of the regime mostly
homogenous.Indeed, various aspects of minority
rule are hardly compatible with democratic
values.

Ethnic minority rule takes place when an
ethnic group representing a demographic
minority dominates the political, economic and
cultural power of the state but the entire
population of the country living under poverty,
when their rights are violated, recourse to
institutions of justice is often a distant possibility.
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Majority of the communities always viewed as
both a cause and a manifestation of the
diminished rights, opportunities, and social
advancement available to the members of those
communities.

In Ethiopia, specific groups of people
(TPLF group) are dominated state power based on
ethnic affiliations (from Tigray). In Ethiopia
societies are characterized by deep ethnic
divisions; increased risk of violent civil conflicts;
the whole economy and military force under the
controlled of minority group; all land s
theoretically owned by the government, merely
leased by tenants, and when the government says
go, they must go. So, in Ethiopia all except ruling
party and their families(EPRDF) inhabitants know
they are living on borrowed time.

To maintain stability, they exercised
heavy divide-and-rule tactics, unfair demographic
representation, authoritarian leadership that can
successfully repress the citizen. Ethiopia is facing
political, social and economic challenges. The
new generation is going to be informed and are
not patient and get protesting, that is why ruling
party has intensified its repression over political
parties especially on those that advocate
Ethiopian nationalism, journalists, bloggers and
practically anyone considered to be a threat to its
power that is used as a tool to silence any political
dissent against the ruling party in the name of
fighting terrorism.

But for the seek of propaganda ruling
party calls itself democratic without allowing any
meaningful opposition activity and free and fair
election and properly written under the FDRE
constitution ‘being all groups equal and enjoying
equal rights’ but practically not implemented.

The ethnic division in the country
purposely instigated by the ruling ethnic junta for
the past twenty-five years has seriously
threatened the unity and territorial integrity of
the country. EPRDF government that for decades
had brought the country into social unrest and
ethnic conflicts.

Rising cost of living that is going from bad
to worse every year is making the lives of ordinary
Ethiopians harder by the day. Due to the unfair
political, economic and social treatment as well
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as systematic and regular violation of human
rights productive age group of youth migrant
flows across the Mediterranean.

The reason for the current political crisis
in Ethiopia is also the result of dominant ethnic
minorities which exclude the majority from state
power, compromises the principle of ethnic
representation, causing grievances amongst
members of the majority. Such policies based on
the objective of creating fear may result in bloody
genocides. This in a nutshell is the political
landscape of Ethiopia since the ruling ethnic junta
took over the country from the military
dictatorship in 1991.

The Apartheid regime of

Ethiopia (TPLF/EPRDF)
Kasahun Gebermeskel (Offenbach)

Apartheid is defined as a policy or system
of segregation or discrimination people from
other racial groups on grounds of race and did not
have the same political and economic rights
according to the Oxford dictionary. About 25
years, the EPRDF have been promoting their tribal
agenda and are not there for the national
interests of the Ethiopian people. Because of
their narrow ethnic apartheid policy. If it is done
in the wrong way, it could jeopardize all the
people of Ethiopia. EPRDF/TPLF ruling Ethiopian
Government have been oppressed Ethiopian
people for about 25 years. Since it came to power
thousands of Ethiopians have been massacred,
disappeared, imprisoned and millions have been
displaced from their ancestral land.

The EPRDF did not fight for the interest of
Ethiopia, to liberate Ethiopia or for the well-being
of the Ethiopian people, but only for their own
group interests. The twin aims of the series
“Apartheid in Ethiopia” are: - to demonstrate
beyond a shadow of doubt that the political
system created and maintained by (EPRDF/TPLF)
is a slightly kinder and gentler ethnic form of the
racial apartheid system practiced by the white
minority regime in South Africa before the
establishment of black majority rule.

When the EPRDF continuous to silence
and violently stamp out dissent, jail and keep in
solitary confinement dissenters, opposition
leaders and members, suppress the press and
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arbitrarily arrest journalists, trash human rights
with impunity, trample upon the rule of law and
scoff at constitutional accountability “l call it
EPRDF is 21st century Apartheid government in

Ethiopia”

Dominating the State and Private
Economic Sector: Ethiopian economic structure is
theoretical market based economy with the sate
playing a significant role. EPRDF parties
endowments’ companies receive preferential
access to limited credit and/or foreign exchange
stocks, or treatment on government bids and
contracts, and import/export license and these
likely receive preferences even over the special
treatment received by state-owned enterprises.

We have seen how the current regime has
established ethnic based domination. This sort of
one ethnic domination as never been seen in the
that empire history.

Right now, Ethiopians have been divided
by tribe; people don’t talk to each other, but only
about each other. As previously mentioned,
Ethiopians from all over the world express their
fear that Ethiopia could turn into a Rwanda. This
is the fruit of the tribal policy—its inevitable
conclusion.

EPRDF must stop killing incent people of
Ethiopian. | believe that there is only one race
natural human being and one natural one red
blood including the “black” people, "white"
people — all human beings everywhere. | believe
in every society; the nature of human being is to
advocate for justice and freedom. We need to
ensure security, freedom, liberty, justice, and
prosperity are brought to the Ethiopian people.
Reasons that Makes Me to leave
Ethiopia
Tabor Mekonnen

In this article, | am going to share you my
personal story in a police station of Ethiopia. To
begin with, | am agraduate of BA degree from the
Holy Trinity Theological College in October, 2015.

During my study at Addis Ababa Holy
Trinity Theological College | have witnessed the
State security apparatus doing all sorts of
criminalities that is against the Constitution that
the government claims it governs the country
with. Contrary to the Constitutional law that
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clearly declares separation of State and Church;
the government used to come during dark and
create havoc; and kidnap those they deem are
speaking up against the injustice that is going on
in the country.

As part of their plan to control every facet
of the society, they force us to use the church
venues to preach about their political ideology
instead of the Gospel. | used to be one of those
who spoke against all they were doing that lands
me in jail. After being released and knowing well
that my livelihood is in danger as | would be in
radars of the eye of the security apparatus of the
State.

In 2005, while | was attending the Addis
Ababa University (AAU) studying Business and
Accounting, | was one of many who were forced
to withdraw (kicked out) from school for mere
reason that we voiced our protest against
injustice and police brutality against students
from the Oromo (which | belong to) and Amhara
Tribe. We protested the favouritism of the
Minority Tigrian Tribe government towards
students at the university from Tigray. After being
kicked out and imprisoned briefly, | was tortured
both psychologically and physically.

Yet again in 2015 when the uprising in
Oromia engulfed the region due to the
governments corruption through land grab of the
Oromia region;  consequently, forcefully
displacing the Oromos from their ancestral land, |
was caught and imprisoned for protesting against
disenfranchising the Oromos. At the height of this
major protest, the government intensified the
mass imprisonment, torture and assassination. |
was fortunate enough to make it out of prison
alive and | decided it’s better for me to flee the
country and live in exile. That is why | am living
here in Europe now.

Time to be Free from Brutality
Teketel Beyene (Stockholm, Sweden)
We the people of Ethiopia need moral
leadership and vision for our country to break this
self-destructive cycle without destroying the
country in the process. We now know that the
suffering all our people have endured for many
years is because of the selfish, brutal and
exploitive leaders who failed to see the humanity
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of others. As we have become more tolerant of
each other, we must come to together, reached
our limit of tolerating leaders like the father of
Ethiopia's ethnic hatred and ethnic apartheid
politics, Mr. Meles.

Ethiopians from all parts of our society
are ready to throw away the model of ethnic
hatred and division politics—the proto-type of
such leaders! Mr. Meles type of leader should
never be trusted even with some recycling of its
parts—it must be discarded. In other words, to
address our problem, we must address “our
biggest problem” —ethnic politics leaders’! We
need a new type of leadership—leaders who are
willing to care for the well-being of all Ethiopian
and put the interests of all people first—before
their own!

For our future, we do not want a
cardboard look-a-like of such a leader as Meles—
one that merely talks the talk. Instead we want
leaders who authentically live the life! The
people of Ethiopia should get ready to eradicate
these kinds of ethnic hatred leaders. We should
prepare ourselves for an inclusive government of
the people by the people and for the people, the
one that represents all Ethiopians regardless of
ethnicity and religion. The public knows that
ethnocentric individuals like that of Meles, will
only bring us more misery rather than peace,
stability, prosperity, justice, equality and
opportunity.

May God help us and may we humble
ourselves to service all our people defend our
beautiful country from all kinds of enemies,
domestic and foreign forces. For futher
information please reach me with this number:
015202019307.

Ethiopia’s Political Cancer
Yohannes Tikahere

TPLF (Tigray People Liberation Front) is a
minority parasitic regime currently bleeding,
wounding, imprisoning, selling, killing and
terrorizing Ethiopians for the last 26 years. It is
private company which controls Ethiopia under
the pretext of party owned by an elite ultra
Tigrayans and pro-Eritrean secession family
members. It owns the Ethiopian economy,
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military, foreign affair, security and all the
important sector of the society.

TPLF shield itself under Tigrayan people
as if it’s legitimate representative. TPLF doesn’t
represent the Tigray people which comprise 6% of
Ethiopian population. The majority Tigrayans in
Tigray live under fear and double oppression from
TPLF.

WHAT causes it? TPLF from its inception
1975 was based on the hate of Amharic speaking
people which it blamed as the evil for all ills in
Tigray. It was conceived in the womb of hate and
jealousy which was delivered as powerful force
that changed the course of Ethiopian history for
nearly half century. The pioneers were young
delusional students who dropped out from the
University for variety of reasons. Their orchestra
led by none other than Sebhat Nega, whose role
was to facilitate Eritrean Separation from its
mother Ethiopia.

On 14 September 1974 a group of seven
university students (Fantahun (Gidey) Zeratsion,
Alemseged (Hailu) Mengesha, Berihu (Aregawi)
Berehe, Zeri'u (Agazi) Gessesse, Mulugeta
(Asfaha) Hagos, Ambay (Seyoum) Mesfin and
Amaha (Abay) Tsehaye) in Addis Ababa formed
the Tigrayan National Organization (TNO).

On 8 February 1975, the TNO was
transformed into the TPLF. The then newly
formed front created the TPLF Manifesto in which
it asserted its primary mission was to secede from
the wider Ethiopian state, and create an
independent Tigray state.

TPLF learnt the reality that by claiming
Tigray, it cannot survive in an old settlement land
with no proper resources which would remain dry
farm lands; it had to acquire the bigger Ethiopia.
It applied a new formula to be the new ruler of
Ethiopia (which doesn’t include Eritrea) to rule as
“Ethiopians” until it has enough resources
(looted) that enables it to declare independent
Tigray.

The strategies it studied seriously and
later implemented include Italian colonization
and Stalin’s oppressive ruling means. It learnt
that as minority to rule Ethiopia, the majority
have to be weakened and divided. It's targets
were the Amharic speaking people, the Orthodox
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Christianity, the intellectuals which were the
proponent of Ethiopian nationalism.

The rise of Legese Zenawi (aka Meles
Zenawi) in power match with this new thinking
and practical approach. He led successfully to get
rid off his opponents in the TPLF and controlled
the yolk of TPLF with Sebhat Nega’s support.

TPLF managed to form EPRDF (Ethiopian
People Revolutionary Democratic Front) by
adding prefixes using its Amharic and Oromoffia
speaking departments; most of them were
solders who surrounded during the war in Eritrea
and remnants of old EPRP (Ethiopian people
revolutionary party) named EPDM (Ethiopian
People Democratic Movement). It later added
another department calling southern people
(SEPDM). This enabled TPLF to rule Ethiopia
under the cover name of EPRDF. Although Meles
Zenawi died in 2012 and affected TPLF to form a
persona like him, it has continued its brutal
regime by asserting his legacy.

IS TPLF Hereditary? Yes: It passes through
generation of elite ultra Tigrayan and pro-
Eritrean secession family members. It doesn’t
allow any non-Tigrayan Ethiopians to join as full
member. An affiliate membership is possible for
non Tigrayan Ethiopians as long as they are to
serve as spy, servant and fully adherent and
comply to TPLF policy by being member of OPDO,
ANDM, SEPDM etc.

WHAT does TPLF look alike?It is an ugly
but fat party which promote disunity, division,
hate and suspicion. It is an opportunistic and
parasitic collection of family members. They are
the current millionaires, military Generals, top
diplomats, spy masters, propaganda chiefs,
religious leaders, land lords, land owners, etc

Whenever it is under threat, it uses the
“genocide” propaganda, divisive policy against
different ethnic and religious members by
fermenting hate and inciting violence. TPLF uses
brutal force using private military unit called
Agazi.

Its political philosophy changed like
chameleon over the last 40 years, as ethno-
nationalist, pseudo Marxist, “revolutionary
democrats”, “developmental state” in way that
fits the time to rule Ethiopia as long as necessary.
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Its fundamental characteristic (ethnic policy,
divide and rule, anti-democratic policy, anti-
Ethiopian unity and anti-Amahra stand) haven’t
changed since its inception.

WHAT are the symptoms of TPLF? Hate,
suspicion, division, disunity, false identity,
fabricated history, disinformation, terrorising
people through fake laws, guns before table. etc...

It is well known of its regular action of kill,
torture, imprison, loot, destabilise large sector of
Ethiopian society which oppose its political
course principally the Amahra and Oromo people
using its Agazi robotic army, militias and “carrot”
eaters (non Tigryans spies, servants and
supporters).

It created a delusional federal system in
Ethiopia with puppets figure heads while its
operatives rule under iron fist. It continued its
divide and rule policy by fermenting and waging
violence among different ethnicities, nationalities
and religious members. Its inflammatory polices
have made Ethiopians displaced, homeless,
dispossessed, unemployed and to flee from their
country

It uses the famous “five to one”
controlling system to paralyse the public for
years. It has established a structure that facilitate
its minority regime while majority are left
divided, disunited and paranoid of each other.

HOW is TPLF diagnosed? You don’t need
to be a doctor to diagnose the TPLF cancer; any
Ethiopian affected by it and any observer of the
last 25 years of Ethiopian politics can easily spot
it by examining the,

History: studying the purpose, the way
how it was established and ruled Ethiopians for
the last 25 years and noticing the above
symptoms. Physical examination: the prison
camps, underground concentration camp,
military camps, spy structure, militia. Observing
the current etc millionaires, Generals, land
owners, land lords, top diplomats, etc
Investigation: evidences  from prisoners,
members of family of those murdered, tortured,
exiled Ethiopians etc.

Dangerous assignments of
TPLF

Tadele Simegne Masresha(Frankfurt)
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Genocide and ethnic cleansing against the
Amhara people in Ethiopia has been two of the
most dangerous assignments of the Tigray
people’s Liberation Front (TPLF), since its
inception in February 1975. Since then, the TPLF
regime has openly declared war against the
Amhara people for the last four decades. The
genocide and ethnic cleansing campaigns of TPLF
against Amhara took different forms in various
parts of Ethiopia. Below are a few of the methods
used by TPLF to eliminate Amhara’s.

% Systematic killings, torture and
disappearance

%+ Deliberate spreading of disease such as
HIV/AIDS, Cholera and typhoid and many
other diseases among the unsuspecting
innocent Amhara people.

< Systematic poisoning through food,
drink, and even clothing

+» Depopulation by using of birth control
and the killing of infants using their
agents in hospitals and clinics.

+» Ethnic cleansing by insisting other ethnic
groups against Amhara and exposing the
survivors to untold suffering and slow
death due to starvation.
+» Deliberate and systematic discrimination

Amhara’s from education, economic,

social and political activities of the

country.

In general, the 1976 manifesto of Tigray
People’s Liberation Front stated that, “the
establishment of the Republic of Greater Tigray
will become real only on the graves of Amhara”.
To that end TPLF had been using the above
mentioned systematic methods to eliminate
Amhara from various parts of the country. As a
result, analysis based on the 1994 and the 2007
Population Census of Ethiopian revealed that at
least 3 million and possibly as many as 6 million
native Amhara were missed from the 2007 census
of Ethiopia, which was admitted on the regular
parliamentary meeting of dictatorial regime of
EPRDF. They are also responsible for the recent
killings of more than 350 Amhara in Gondar and
Gojjam including pregnant women and children.

The Tigray People’s Liberation Front is
also responsible for the ethnic cleansing of
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Amhara from various parts of the country
including Oromia, Benshangul-gumz, Gura Ferda.
Even though, Amhara represent almost 40
percent of the total population of Ethiopia, they
are deliberately marginalized from any sort of
political involvement despite over the past 26
years. They are also systematically marginalized
from the country’s economic growth despite
being the source of the nation’s major economy
from the export of sesame, cotton and other cash
crops. Amhara women are victims of systematic
mass sterilization which a silent genocide that
happened for the past 26 years.

In general, the existence of Ambhara
people is in a dangerous risk of further full scale
genocidal massacres. Therefore, | am calling up
on all Ethiopians and the international
community to stand against the evil deed of
dictatorial regime of the Tigray People’s
Liberation Front. Ethiopian shall be free! Down
with dictators!!

Caring for humanity or

promoting dictatorship?
Alemayehu Cheru

Dr. Tedros Adhanom the former Health
and Foreign minister of the minority regime of the
Tigray People Liberation Front is not the right
person to lead the World Health Organization
(WHO). Rather, he must be in charge in front of
the International Criminal Court for the massacre
he has been committing over the past 26 years.
In 2010, when Dr. Tedros Adhanom was health
minister of the TPLF regime, about 25 ambulances
were donated by UNICEF to the Ethiopian health
minister. However, all Ambulances were
distributed among the TPLF officials to be used as
a transporting car instead of using them for to
safe life. | am one of the eyewitness who saw
mothers suffering in north shewa Oromiya
regions where | lived and worked there, TPLF
officials used ambulances regularly as their
transport car ignoring those in need of immediate
health care.

Difference sources confirmed that Dr.
Tedros Adhanom and his Criminal dictator TPLF
snatched and robed any kind of aid which was
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donated by western governments in the form of
money or goods.

More recently a piece of article posted on
Forbes website stated that “Two numbers tell the
story in a nutshell:

1. The amount of American financial aid
received by Ethiopia’s government since
it took power: $30 billion.

2. The amount stolen by Ethiopia’s leaders
since it took power: $30 billion” by
letting over 20 million Ethiopians starve
to death.

Torture, burning prisoners alive, throwing
people in the ditch to their deaths, kicking people
from their homes and land. These are all TPLF’s
crimes and now burying people alive, again
Irreecha massacre, in Qoshe; killing people
without using bullets then claiming as an accident
while one of human Rights organizations say it is
a premeditated mass killing. Therefore,
nominating TPLF's Tedros for World Health
Organization’s Presidential Election is just either
playing on moral of humanity or promoting
dictatorship.

The Challenges of democracy in
Ethiopia

Asnake Demena

The struggle for freedom, justice and
democracy in Ethiopia has been polluted by
ethnic chauvinism. This is one of the major
problems confronting the progress of liberal
democracy in Ethiopia since the 1974 popular
revolution, to the extent that ethnic sentiment
has gradually crept into everyday life of
Ethiopians. The challenge of further expanding
democracy in contemporary Ethiopia rests
significantly on lack of national unity and
common vision. Even the so-called unity forces
are suffering from hidden tribalism or ethnic
sentiment. This article examines some of the
major challenges of democracy in Ethiopia in
relation to ethnic chauvinism.

As far as ethnic liberation fronts maintain
their existence in Ethiopian politics, democracy
will remain as futile exercise for us and the future
generation. This means that human rights
violations at the State, community and family
levels will continue as usual. Massacre of
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civiliance, arbitrary arrest and detention, ill-
treatment of detainees, termination of the
employment to opponents of the regime, much
restriction on assembly and association,
interference with the privacy of individuals and
homes, restrictions of freedom of press, lack of
fair trial, and other violations will be the order of
the day throughout the country.

As a country, Ethiopia will also continue
losing its generation mostly young intellectuals,
which | call them the lost (stolen) generation of
the proud nation including, the writer of this
article. Since, the main concern of a dictatorship
is to isolate the people of the nation from each
other by all means such as: misinformation,
intimidation, and imprisonment. In a similar
fashion, the dictatorial regime of TPLF has already
done its best to leave us, helpless and forgotten,
in our deep shell. As a result, we are unable to
stand together as a nation to solve our political
problems, which in turn become a fertile ground
for cultivation of dictatorship, corruption,
poverty, recurrent famine and food insecurity.
Unless, we are able to come together to find a
common ground to solve our political problems
through dialog our nation will face the worst
political crisis in the world.

Even though, we don’t have immediate
solution for the major challenges that we are
facing today, political dialog among opposition
groups will be the first step to move forward. It
seems that we are the root cause of our political
failures. Therefore, instead of blaming all political
issues on TPLF, it time to start looking for new
roads to bring back the political process into the
right direction.

Human Rights and the Election
of the Next Director-General:

Public Accountability Now
Eric A. Friedman

| believe that human rights, and the right
to health in particular, should be a top priority of
and guiding principle for the next WHO Director-
General, whom the world’s health ministers will
choose at the World Health Assembly in May.
Human rights, after all, encompass the values
needed to achieve health for all and health
justice, such as equity, non-discrimination,
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universality, participation, and accountability.
They are legally binding precepts. Above all, they
embrace human dignity, and the utmost respect
for all people in health systems and health-
related decisions. They embody the notion of
people-centred health services.

This importance demands electing to the
post a credible and strong leader on human
rights, someone with a history of fighting
injustice, of opposing human rights violations, of
standing up for the marginalized and oppressed,
of resisting political, corporate, or other interests
that stand in the way of human rights. This
centrality of human rights means electing an
individual willing to stand against forces and
policies that tolerate or even perpetuate
discrimination, or that let political or other
concerns override the rights of women,
minorities, immigrants, political opponents, or
anyone else. It entails appointing a person who
views organizations fighting for human rights as
partners, even when their own governments may
oppose them.

Three candidates remain in the race to be
the next WHO Director-General: Tedros
Adhanom, David Nabarro, and Sania Nishtar. All
candidates should be accountable for their past
support of human rights, and outline their plans
for furthering human rights around the world if
chosen to lead WHO. While it is important for all
candidates to do this, one candidate in particular
ought to provide a detailed public account of
where he stands, and has stood, on human rights.
Having spent more than a decade as a cabinet
minister in a government that has committed
large-scale human rights abuses, Dr. Tedros must
make clear his position and intention.

Dr. Tedros served as Minister of Health of
Ethiopia from 2005 through 2012, when he
became Minister of Foreign Affairs, remaining in
the post until a cabinet reshuffle last November.
He was, and remains, a member of the Central
Committee of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF), long the country’s dominant political
party, of the more select, nine-member TPLF
Executive Committee, and of the Executive
Committee of the Ethiopian People’s
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Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), the
ruling coalition.

Some background on human rights in
Ethiopia is in order. It is a country where the
ruling coalition won all 547 seats in its most
recent (2015) parliamentary election, which
surely says much more about the state of
democracy than the government’s popularity.
Freedom House rates Ethiopia as “not free,”
ranking it below than many other of the “not
free” countries (p. 18) and with one of the world’s
largest declines in freedom over the past decade
(p. 10).

In its World Report 2017, Human Rights
Watch calls the media in Ethiopia “under
government stranglehold,” with at least 75
journalists fleeing into exile since 2010, and
others arrested. A 2009 law “continues to
severely curtail the ability of independent
nongovernmental organizations.” Security forces
“frequently” torture political detainees, of whom
there are many. Over the past decade, Ethiopia
has denied entry to all UN human rights special
rapporteurs, other than on Eritrea.

The Ethiopian government’s repressive
ways gained international prominence at the Rio
Olympics last summer. As he crossed the finish
line, winning the silver medal, Ethiopian
marathon runner Feyisa Lilesa crossed his arms as
a symbol of protest against the government’s
violent response to protests in the Ethiopia’s
Oromia region. Two months earlier, Human
Rights Watch had released a report detailing the
government’s violent response to the protests,
the most recent round of which began in
November 2015. They broke out in response to
the government clearing land for an investment
project. This fed into wider fears about farmers
being displaced without adequate consultation or
compensation as part of a master plan to
massively expand the boundaries of Addis Ababa,
the capital, into the neighbouring Oromia region.
Adding fuel to the protests were environmental
and other local concerns, and longer-standing
grievances among members of Ethiopia’s largest
ethnic group, the Oromo, of political, economic,
and cultural marginalization. Amnesty
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International reported that least 800 protesters
had been killed by the end of 2016.

Ethiopia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
posted a blog on its official website in October
2016 (when Dr. Tedros was still Foreign Minister)
in response to Human Rights Watch’s reporting
on Ethiopia. The piece accuses Human Rights
Watch of baseless allegations, intentionally
misleading its audience, and propagating “scare
stories.” It focuses on the NGQO’s response to an
October stampede during an anti-government
protest at an annual festival in Oromia, though
addresses Human Rights Watch’s reporting in
Ethiopia more generally. Yet Human Rights Watch
is widely recognized to employ a gold standard of
research. The above-mentioned report, for
example, was based on more than 125 interviews,
“court documents, photos, videos and various
secondary material, including academic articles
and reports from nongovernmental
organizations, and information collected by other
credible experts and independent human rights
investigators.” All material in the report was
verified by two or more independent sources.

In light of Ethiopia’s severe human rights
abuses and Dr. Tedros’s prominent position
within the ruling party and the government, a
natural question becomes: What was his role in
the country’s systematic abuses of human rights?

| do not know the answer, or the veracity
of other charges that Ethiopian diaspora
organizations have lodged. In his role in the TPLF
and ERPDF power structures, is it possible that he
tried to change things from the inside, using his
position of power within the government to
oppose the government’s repression?

What we do know, though, based on the
independent reports of Human Rights Watch,
Amnesty International, the u.S. State
Department, and others, is that the human rights
situation in Ethiopia is dire. And Dr. Tedros has
long been an important member of the
government.

Dr. Tedros has committed to an open and
transparent approach to running WHO. Now is
the time for him to demonstrate this
commitment, publicly addressing the concerns
about human rights during his time in the
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Ethiopian government, and his role, including as
a member of the power structures of the ruling
party and coalition. States should evaluate his
answers carefully and in light of other evidence.
States should also consider whether
regardless of Dr. Tedros’s actions within the

government — perhaps unless he vigorously
fought against rights-abusive policies from the
inside — the mere fact of having served

(particularly for a considerable length of time) in
a high-level post of a government that
perpetuates such severe human rights abuses
should be an automatic disqualifier from any
international leadership position. Would electing
someone put forward by such a government,
particularly someone who has long served in that
government, in some way represent the
international community endorsing, accepting,
the legitimacy of that government and its
policies, and diminish the importance we ascribe
to human rights?

We live in an era where human rights
remain under great threat. Especially at such
times as these, it is vital that states vote for a
candidate whose record and integrity will enable
them to lead WHO into a new era of health and
human rights.

Source:
http://www.oneillinstituteblog.org/human-
rights-and-the-election-of-the-next-director-
general-public-accountability-now/

The Recurrence of Famine

under the EPRDF regime
Fasika Abayneh (Kelkheim)

Many experts relate Ethiopia’s cyclical
famine with the country’s dependence on Rainfed
smallholder agriculture, drought, rapid
population growth or agricultural market
dysfunctions. Although these factors do have
significant role in the matter, they tend to hide
the critical cause of hunger in the country - lack
of rights and accountable government.

A historical investigation of famine also
identified 30 major famines during the 20th
century. All happened in countries led by
autocratic rule or that were under armed conflict,
four being in Ethiopia.
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Why does autocracy lead to famine? The
most fundamental reason is that autocrats often
don’t care enough about the population to
prevent famine. Autocrats maintain power
through force, not popular approval. This
argument has been proven true in the case of
Ethiopia.

During 1983-1985 the worst famine in the
country’s history had led to more than 400,000
deaths. Extensive investigation by Alexander De
Waal in his book Evil Days: Thirty Years of War
and Famine in Ethiopia has found “more than half
this mortality can be attributed to human rights
abuses that caused the famine to come earlier,
strike harder, and extend further than would
otherwise have been the case.” The military
government is not only spent between $100 and
$200 million to celebrate the tenth anniversary of
the revolution while millions are starving,
Mengistu’s regime also attempted to impose
customs duties on aid shipments.

Similarly, during the 1973-1974 Wollo
famine, attempts to hide the reality of the
situation by the Imperial Feudal System caused
300,000 deaths. This particular famine was not a
problem of food shortage in the country but lack
of ability to access food. The Ethiopian Ministry
of Agriculture Report of 1972 stated that output
for 1972-1973 was only 7% lower than the
previous year. Also, food price in Wollo were no
higher-often substantially lower-than elsewhere
in the country. The problem was the poor just
couldn’t afford to buy. Meanwhile, Emperor Haile
Selassie spend some $35 million to celebrate his
eightieth birthday in 1973.

Unfortunately, the trend of autocratic-led
hunger has not changed under the current
government either, if anything Meles’s regime
took it to the next level.

In 2004, Humanitarian Exchange
Magazine exposed that disregarding experts
advise that the situation in the country was very
severe and does qualifies as a famine, the
government of Ethiopia and USAID conspired to
downplay the 2002-2004 food crisis as “localized
famine” in fear of global media attention and
political dangers for the EPRDF. The report states
“the lack of classic famine images.... facilitates
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further disengagement by the media and Western
publics, even as large numbers of vulnerable
people face destitution, malnutrition, morbidity
and mortality.”

Again 2010 in a report titled Development
without Freedom: How Aid Underwrites
Repression in Ethiopia, Human Right Watch
extensively documented how the EPRDF is using
development aid to suppress political dissent by
conditioning access to essential safety net
programs on support for the ruling party.

Today, once again the danger of another
catastrophic famine is looming large on the
horizon. Ongoing drought worsened by the El
Nifio global weather phenomenon has already
caused deaths of many cattle and have put as
many as 14 million people at risk.

After denying the problem for weeks; the
government finally admitted to it but only to
claim that it has enough food stock to tackle the
problem. However, journalists on the ground has
reported the government’s grain reserve has run
out long ago. According to Barrie Came, WFP
representative, the food supply by the UN is also
not enough to curb the problem.

The government also argues the country
has already realized food security at a national
level, we have enough food in the country to feed
everyone. The inherent flaw in this argument is
that the presence of food in the country doesn’t
necessarily mean those affected by drought will
have access to it. As it was the case during the
1973 Wollo famine, when a crop fails it not only
affects the food supply, it also destroys the
employment and livelihood of farmers, denying
them the ability to buy food from the market.

Reports have also shown that the
government was informed of the risk of seasonal
rain failure forecast as early as two months ago
but it chose to keep it to itself. Had the
government shared the information with the
media and local governments to inform
pastoralists to move their cattle near rivers or
highlands, much of the animal loss would have
been avoided and relief supports would have
been delivered on time.

God bless Ethiopia!!
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