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Part II English

Mission Statements

The Ethiopian Affair is a quarterly private Magazine established in September, 2014. It is voice
of the voiceless Ethiopians initiated by determined individuals to be published in Amharic and
English in Germany as well as beyond. The Ethiopian Affair is a print and online publication
dedicated to publishing latest information together with significant proposals. We used images
of three keys on the cover of this Magazine to symbolize mistrusts among Ethiopians, the
regime in power and opposition political parties. It is an obvious fact that Keys have been used
to lock away secret information and most valuable things of the greatest significances for
centuries. Consequently, we used images of the three keys to symbolize the ultimate quest of
Ethiopians for freedom, justice and democracy. Thus, our aim in this volume is to unlock the
range of political, social, economic and environmental issues that are locked before twenty
years but still affect all of us.

Editorials of the Ethiopian Affair strongly believe that information is a key to maintain power in
this twenty first century. Thus, we are committed to increase the circulation of information to
have a direct and positive effect on political, social, economic and environmental affairs of
Ethiopia in order to create a more inclusive democratic political system that involves all
stakeholders in it. Therefore, we encourage all Ethiopians regardless of their political, ethnic
and/or religion affiliation to actively participate in all affairs of the country without any
restriction. However, the opinions expressed in this Magazine are not necessarily those held by
Editorials of the Ethiopian Affair. Indeed, contrary views are most welcome to enhance further
discussion.

© The Ethiopian Affair

The right Magazine in the right
place at the time!

Established in September, 2014
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Editors Notes

Stop the massacre against civilians in Gonder!

Our local source from Gonder town confirmed that about 20 people have been killed by special force of
the Tigray Peoples Liberation Front, in the ongoing border conflict between Tigray and Amhara regional
states of Ethiopia. Gondar has been one of the areas where TPLF repression focused. In fact, in recent
months the repression was even getting worse with the number of people dying from TPLF attack rising.

The current violence that claimed the life of 20 people including the attackers begins when special
repressive force of Tigray tried to arrest Amhara elders and committee members of the Welkait-Tsegda
border dispute. However, there was no reason for the Welkait-Tsegda border committee members or
Amhara elders to be arrested by the special force of Tigray. They are legal representatives the Welkait-
Tsegda people of Amhara, on whom the Tigrayan identity was imposed by the regime 25 years ago.

Historically, the Welkait-Tsegday area used to be under the Gonder province before it was given and
annexed to the Tigray region in 1991 when the current brutal regime came to power. Both Amharas and
Tigrayans lived peacefully in Gonder province, but after the 1991 regime change, analysts say that the
ethnic federalism system imposed on ethnic ownership of land and other natural resources that were
settled by the diverse people for millennia triggered the current dispute in that particular area other
parts of the country. This indicates that the failure the TPLF ethnic federalism after 25 years of
experiments.

We editorials of the Ethiopian Affair, strongly condemn the recent massacre of civilians in Gonder and
other parts of the country. We are urging all Ethiopians to stand together against this brutal regime of
EPRDF. We are also urging political activists and commentators to raise awareness and expose the
brutality of the regime for international human rights organizations. For this edition, we have two
prominent guests and we asked them about the current situation of Ethiopia. We are hoping that our
readers will enjoy discussions of our guests with us to the most.

Asnake Demena/ Editor-in-chife
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Recent Issues

Torture and Humiliation in Ethiopia
Saba Afework

The past 25 years have been the most
painful periods in Ethiopia. Nothing is more
revealing about the situation of human rights
in the country than the existence of political
prisoners. They embody the denial of the
most basic freedoms essential to humankind,
such as freedom of expression, assembly and
association. Thousands of these prisoners are
suffering from torture and humiliation
everywhere in the country. Some of the
torture and humiliation inflicted on political
prisoners in include: castration of male
prisoners, eclectic shocks, submersion in
water, hanging upside down and beating the
soles of the feet with wires, ethnic insults,
deliberate denial of medical treatment and
the use of invasive searches against female
prisoners.

The  practice of torture and
humiliation by police and security forces in
Ethiopia is not only pervasive; it is a
systematic and intrinsic part of the
investigation and interrogation phase of
detention. It is used by law enforcement
officials to force the detainee to sign a
confession or provide information, to punish
or to intimidate the detainee and others from
engaging in future acts of peaceful dissent or
independent religious activity. This means
there is no justice and human dignity in
Ethiopia to distinguish officials of the
dictatorial regime from other creatures,
notably animals.

In a disturbing number of cases the
torture and abuse is so severe that victims
die in detention or shortly after their early
release from custody. In this article | will
discuss the situation of Habtamu Ayalew, the
former spokesperson of Unity for Democracy
and Justice (UDJ) party. Habtamu was
released from jail in February 2016 after 18
months of detention. Just in few months
after he was released his health condition
was deteriorated and now admitted to a local
hospital in Addis Ababa for serious illness.
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Doctors confirmed that Habtamu must travel
abroad for urgent surgery and medical care
for hemorrhoid and acute kidney injury,
which is impossible to treat in Ethiopia.
However, he is not allowed to leave the
country due to travel ban imposed on him as
retribution for his political activities.
Thousands of Ethiopians and International
human rights organizations are calling on
authorities of the EPRDF to life the arbitrary
travel ban on Habtamu Ayalew in order that
he is able to travel abroad for urgent surgery
and medical care.

The current situation of Habtamu
Ayalew is typical indicator of torture and
humiliation which have been happening in
Ethiopia to tens of thousands of political
prisoners including professor Asrat Weldeyes
for the past 25 years. Therefore, in order to
stop the cycle of torture and humiliation let’s
stand together to bring down the brutal
regime of EPRDF once for all.

The Death of Freedom of
Speech and Expression in
Ethiopia

Abrham Gebreselassie (Giessen)

Media remained under government
control in Ethiopia, with many journalists
having to choose between self-censorship,
harassment and arrest, or exile. The
Ethiopian government continued to use the
Anti-Terrorism Proclamation Law (enacted in
2009) to suppress freedom of expression
through the continued detention of
journalists and extended trials. Many fled the
country due to intimidation, harassment and
politically =~ motivated criminal charges.
According to the Human Right Watch Report
(2016), at least 60 journalists have fled into
exile since 2010. Tactics used to restrict
independent media involved targeting
publishers, printing presses and distributors.
Many other journalists, protesters and other
political opponents continued to be
prosecuted under the Anti-Terrorism
Proclamation, and many journalists including
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Eskinder Nega and Woubshet Taye remain in
prison.

The Ethiopia we have today is
encircled with protest and uprising against
the minority rule in all directions of the
country. Suffice to mention the ongoing
Oromo uprising against deliberate political
and economic marginalization by the
minority regime; the relentless struggle by
the people of Wokait and Telemt against a
false identity forcefully imposed on them by
the Tigrean regime in an apparent move to
incorporate vast fertile land into the Tigray
region; the demand by the people of Konso in
the south for self-administration that led to
protest and confrontation with regime’s
forces and the arrest of hundreds of people
believed to have dissented against the
regime, etc. The narrowing political space
and absence of independent press and civil
society create instability and potential
violence.

The Ethiopian government take the
issue of freedom of expression into another
level and the parliament, which is 100%
controlled by the current ruling party
members, in June 2016 approved a
dangerous cybercrime law, i.e., “Computer
Crime Proclamation” that imprison people
who distribute defamatory speech, spam,
and pornography online among others
offenses. The real objective of the law is to
silence, punish, intimidate, harass and jail
journalists, bloggers, political activists and
others by cracking down on their use of
computers and the internet to express
dissent, criticizing the government and
speaks/writes for change. The government is
well-known in restricting freedom of
expression and using spyware against
protesters living abroad. It regularly monitors
and records telephone calls of family
members and friends of suspected opposition
members and intercepts digital
communications  with  highly intrusive
spyware. Recently, an Ethiopian court
charged a prominent opposition politician
and activist facing a possible death sentence

h9°0 2008 4.9° U-\TE 90T B TC F OF°

on fabricated terrorism charges over
comments he posted on Facebook.

The ruling party considers access to
internet an exclusive right of a chosen few—
the people who are running the government
and their friends. The new computer crime
law is the latest legal mechanism set to be
used to limit access to internet services for
the majority. The government is attempting
to make blogging, content sharing, and even
liking critical comments on social media all
crimes. Take, for example, the particularly
illustrious article 13, related to Crimes
against Liberty and Reputation of Persons.
Those convicted of disseminating defamatory
content, as defined by the law, face up to 10
years in prison. The law also targets service
providers like internet cafes, hotels and other
internet access providers by holding them
criminally liable for any illegal computer
content data disseminated through their
computer systems by anyone who uses their
services.

While the draft Ethiopian government
“computer crimes law” aims to facilitate and
accelerate the way in which the country
penalizes computer crimes, it criminalizes
legitimate forms of online speech and the
expression of dissent by shutting down both
the political space and cyberspace. This
shows the ruling party efforts to use the
internet as a weapon of dissent suppression;
to terrorize those who use social media to
express themselves; and to criminalize
human rights, human rights advocacy and
human rights defense. Based on the law’s
exhaustive list of offenses and penalties that
are grossly disproportionate to the outlined
crimes, it will certainly have a frightening
effect and could serve as a tool for silencing
political opposition, which relies heavily on
online publishing since the government has
cracked down on independent media and
presses.

To conclude, the current dictator
government is getting ready to jail bloggers,
journalists, activists, opposition political
figures and other Ethiopians for applying
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their constitutionally guaranteed rights to
freedom of the press and freedom of
expression using their computer keyboards.
By criminalizing everyday actions it ensures
that anyone who speaks online, or supports
online free expression, might one day be
targeted by the law. This regulation does not
bring Ethiopian law up-to-date with the latest
technology. Instead, it will intimidate
ordinary Ethiopian citizens into staying
offline and further isolate Ethiopia’s
technological progress from its African
neighbors and the rest of the world.

The Current Human Rights
Situation in Ethiopia
Selam Hailu (Hultsfred ,Sweden)

The human rights situation in Ethiopia
continues to deteriorate from time-to-time.
Different sources indicate that torture, ill-
treatment, displacement and deliberate
killings of civilians have become the daily
routines of government forces in the country.
A recent house demolition by the dictatorial
regime has left more than 30,000 homeless
residents in Addis Ababa alone.

There are several ongoing protests
against the regime in every corner of the
country. Nationwide crackdown in Oromia,
Amhara, Ogaden and other regions of the
country go unnoticed by the rest of the
world. In Oromia, since the escalation of the
protest against the master plan of Addis
Ababa in November 2015, at least 400
protestors have been killed by government
forces. Thousands of protestors are also
arrested and tortured or otherwise ill-treated
in detention, often accused of belonging to
the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF). The OLF is
an armed insurgent group labeled as a
terrorist organization by Ethiopia’s
parliament in 2011.

There is continuous protest in Gonder
against the integration of Welkait and
Tsegeda to the Tigray Regional State.
According evidences available in the public
domain, more than 35 civilians were by killed
security forces, since the beginning of 2016.
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But still, the west is putting a blind eye and
deaf ear to shocking human rights violation in
Ethiopia. Therefore, it is the most critical
time for all of us to unite and act together to
bring down the dictatorial regime of EPRDF
once for all.
Freedom of Expression in
Ethiopia
Saron Abate

Freedom of expression is
constitutionally guaranteed in Ethiopia, but the
law provides the government with considerable
unrestricted authority in controlling the press.
Today bloggers, writers and journalists are
under regular attack in Ethiopia for speaking
out against the government or about human
rights abuses in the country. Even thought,
the growth of the electronic media has
allowed global communication, the regime in
Ethiopia uses a recent technology to target
internet writers and imprison them. There
are long-term detainees like Eskinder Nega,
Woubshet taye, Temesgen Desalegn,
Solomon Kebede, Yesuf Getachew, and many
others serving long term prison sentence.

This article explores the recent
“Computer Crime Proclamation” of the brutal
regime in Ethiopia. Human rights groups said
that the new proclamation would widen the
door for the regime to punish individuals
voicing their opinions on social media such as
Facebook and Twitter. According to this law
people who distribute defamatory speech,
pornography, mass emails and spam will face
up to 10 years in prison. The law also targets
service providers; if they fail to remove or
disable access to illegal content data that has
been disseminated through their computer
systems by third parties they will be held
criminally liable. Furthermore, the
Proclamation requires service providers to
report any knowledge of the commission of
any of the crimes stipulated in the law.

Ethiopia is already the least internet
user country in Africa. And now by
criminalizing everyday actions it ensures that
anyone who speaks online, or supports online
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free expression, might one day be targeted
by the law. This regulation doesn't bring
Ethiopian law up-to-date with the latest
technology: instead, it will intimidate
ordinary Ethiopian citizens into staying
offline. This is how freedom of expression is
buried in Ethiopia in the era of information
and technology.

What a dark time for Ethiopian
Teketel Beyene (Ljusne, Sweden)

We have constitution although the
TPLF has changed the concepts of our
constitution through its fake proclamations.
Ethiopian peoples are kept in a "wave of
fear". All medium especially electronic
medium, are owned by the government itself.
Imagine the government of TPLF is secretary
opening commercial media in the name of
private business. Professionalism is dead in
Ethiopia .Except pump line journalists, all of
them are dismissed or fired, jailed, exiled,
demoralized, etc. Even, the government has
infiltrated churches, mosques, and traditional
institutions. The Ethiopian government is
accuser and judge, you know of all the
pressure which has been applied to the
people of non TPLF of Ethiopians.

We need democracy and want to live
freely in our country. However, TPLF kisses all
Ethiopians in front of westerners, but it kills
them at home. Now, bloggers and political
activists worry freedom of expression could
be limited even further by a proposed new
law.

Critics of the new legislation, called
the Computer Crime Proclamation, say it
would be good method for government to
punish individuals voicing their opinions on
the Internet like Facebook. Government to
punish individuals voicing their opinions on
internet ,,what a bad time for us,,

Daniel Berhane, a prominent blogger
who also runs his own website, believes the
provisions against cybercrime in the bill could
be used against anyone expressing an
opinion online.

“This computer crime proclamation
denies me the defenses, the safeguards

h9°0 2008 4.9° U-\TE 90T B TC F OF°

already provided in the criminal code and the
mass media law,” he said. “So it's simply
more prohibitive than the existing laws and it
does that with just one sentence.”

The new bill mostly focuses on
cybercrime and security; but, the
proclamation also allows the imprisonment
for those who distribute mass emails and it
gives the national intelligence service the
power to conduct virtual investigations
without approval from a judge.

Ethiopia is often criticized for
detaining, arresting  and imprisoning
individuals who voice their opinions online.
Journalist and blogger Eskinder Nega is
currently serving an 18-year sentence. A
group of young bloggers known as Zone 9
was detained for over a year. And Yonathan
Tesfaye, the spokesperson of Semayawi party
has been in detention for nearly six months
over comments he made on Facebook. Haben
Fecadu of human rights group Amnesty
International says the Ethiopian government
is currently using the 2009 Anti-Terrorism
Proclamation to crack down on criticism.

“The precedent set by Yonathan’s
charges are disturbing because it allows for
the government to go after someone for
expressing their views over social media,” he
said. “Yonathan was also charged under the
Anti-Terrorism Proclamation, and evidence
against him was allowed to be presented and
heard by the court without him knowing
what that evidence was.”

Dr Tedros Adhanom shame
on you please care first for

your own people
Zelalem Debebe (Niedernhausen)

Tedros Adanom is a medical doctor by
profession. Formerly, he was the Health
Minister of the EPRDF regime. Currently, he
is serving as the Foreign Minister of Ethiopia
and one of the top leaders of the TPLF, the
dominant party with the governing EPRDF. He
is running to be the general director of the
World Health Organization (WHO).
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In normal circumstances, it would
have been an honor to see an Ethiopian
running for such office. However, we are not
talking about an ordinary Ethiopian; we are
talking about a person who is part of a
criminal gang that has been terrorizing the
Ethiopian people for the past 25 years in
every corner of the country.

A prominent opposition leader
Habtamu Ayalew was jailed by Dr. Tedros
Adhanom and his friends, for loving his
country and its people. They detained and
tortured him for 18 months. Mr. Ayalew was
a healthy person when they took him into
prison, but they released him with chronic
torture indiuced health problem. As a result
of this, he is currently in a critical condition.

Dr. Tedros who claimed to caring for
the health of human beings and his friends
refused Habtamu to travel abroad so that he
can get life-saving medical treatment abroad.

Therefore, is it right to have this man,
as a WHO director, a man who caused great
suffering and pain on his own people? How
can a man help the whole humanity in our
entire globe when he is heartless and cruel
towards his own people like Habtamu
Ayalew? What good would Dr. Tedros be to
the world if he threw away health
professional ethics for the sole reason to
keep power with an iron first? Shame on you.

God bless Ethiopia.

The failed nation, Ethiopia
Liya Nigusse

There are some important questions
that often play in most people's mind when
there is a discussion regarding the current
state of Ethiopia. One can rightfully list and
discuss in depth the number of ways the
country and its people have been abused and
pushed into a degrading hate by the EPRDF
regime. However, there is one major issue
that have often been understated and
implicitly demoralized the majority of the
public in taking active role to topple the
ruling authoritarian regime for a democratic
one.
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To put this issue into a context it
would be a question of 'what if?'. What if
somehow we were able to remove this
authoritarian regime from power, and then
who do we want to replace them? At this
point any opposition party may help itself to
say 'us', however it is important to appreciate
the complexity of the matter and look a little
deeper. Even if the overwhelming majority of
the Ethiopian people long for the day the rule
of the current authoritarian regime come to
an end, it have been highly discouraged and
holdback to put his flesh and bone in line due
to the apparent high degree of uncertainty as
to who should, as much as who will, take
power and lead the country. So, it all boils
down to absence of a viable option that have
the confidence of the people to trust it with
their country and lives. This is not to suggest
there is a lack of opposition parties for the
people to choose from, those working in or
out of the country, the main issue, however,
is not about the number of choices rather the
lack of qualified choices. The level of
confidence the public attach with opposition
parties depends on how well the public know
about the opposition parties, not just about
those individuals who are playing a key role
in the parties, and how they stand as an
organization in themselves. This underlines
an important distinction as the individual
party leaders do not necessarily reflect the
organizations treat and weakness as an
independent entity. For the Ethiopian public
to consider among the parties to lead their
country, the only way they compare them, as
none of them have assumed power before, is
through reviewing their organizational
history: how they handled problems they
faced and dealt with internal division that
might have happened within the parties
during the lifetime of the organization. The
other factor being the maturity of the
parties, which could be defined by their to
maintain flexiblebility but stable
organizational structure and vision through a
significantly long period of time proving the
organization possess a self-preserving
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mechanism to continue as an independent
entity in itself.

The ability of the parties to attain this
character of reliability and consistency will
gain them the public's trust. Unfortunately,
for the people of Ethiopia, the opposition
parties that are currently around lack these
mentioned attributes. Various factors led to
this situation, which could be looked into two
interrelated categories. The first one could
be attributed to the obvious and well
discussed role of the ruling authoritarian rule
in aggressively eliminating any form of
political environment that would allow
oppositions to operate in the country, which
is backed by numerous legislations and
political structure placed in the country. The
second category which is not as well
discussed as the first one, is attributed to the
opposition parties themselves.

This Could be fairly assessed by
specifically looking those parties whose main
operation take place outside of the
country,as those parties which operates
inside the country are more likely to face
much of the heavy-handedness of the
Weyane regime. When we look at the nature
of these opposition parties they are
characterized as relatively large in number
with different attribute but smaller in sizes.
These parties can be put in two major
categories based on their ethnic affiliation:
those which are ethnic based-in a country
where there exist high variety of ethnic
groups, it is unclear what those ethnic based
parties stand to achieve-and the nationalistic
ones which reject ethnic based politics. In
turn, these «cross ethnic parties are
fragmented, with a number of distinct arties
but smaller in size and with almost similar
view and objective with the exception of a
few. For the majority of the public this
scenario is often puzzling, as to how these
parties have almost similar view and
objective but still have not been able to put
their resources together and come as one.
This might be attributed to a number of
factors one of the main one being, the
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parties' lack of experience on strategic
compromise and sustaining a coalition.
Furthermore, it is also due to the mistrust the
parties have amongst each other as to who is
really standing up for the country. This
apparent mistrust is even manifested inside
parties when it often leads to division of a
party in to two or more sects.

These opposition parties are also
characterized by continuous and unstable
unification and dissolution, making it harder
for the people to keep track of one from the
other and their respective progress. This also
hinders the parties opportunity to grow as a
household name, that are integrated in to
fabric of the society. The combination of
these factors with the parties inability to
establish an effective communication channel
with the Ethiopian public have been holding
back the people from engaging in the
country’s political affair as much as they are
supposed to. For the people of Ethiopia to
transform the country to a fair and
democratic one, and for the oppositions to
get the momentum to do so; there ought to
be some changes to be made within these
parties, as the last two decades have not
brought any success. First, despite their
reasons not to, the opposition has to
formulate a system to make compromise in
their stand and form a coalition that would
last. To go along with this coalition there is a
need for a radical work to lay out a new
organizational structure that would prioritize
the sustainability and flexibility of the
coalition.

Second, these parties have to give
organizational  maturity the level of
significance it deserves. This is for the simple
reason that for the people to have the
confidence on how that party can handle the
country is through examining the parties
history and performance through a stretch of
long time line. The third and important point
is for these parties to establish
Communication Bridge between the people
and their organization. It is clear, it is
impossible for the parties to use the
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conventional media outlets in Ethiopia to
promote their view point however, the
current state of technology lays he ground to
come up with alternative means of
communication. Being able to convey the
message to public and listen to the need in
return helps to gain the peoples backing and
establish the foundation of the parties as one
that reflect the general public's interest.

The Drama of Woyane on

Ethiopian People
Addis Genene (Ljusne, Sweden)

The TPLF/EPRDF government
addressed most of the issues and results are
very clear for all to see in the country. The
Ethiopia we remember from 1990 s
completely transformed in the past 25 years.
The economy is growing fastest than most
countries in the world. Power is shared by all
Ethiopian ethnic groups and every nation and
nationalities is governing itself. There is a
little hint of democracy considering Ethiopia
has never had any elected government
before EPRDF. Many more amazing and
exciting developments are taking place in
Ethiopia.

But TPLF is continuing killing of
people due to the negligence of the
corruption, world against undemocratic
tendencies and genocide acts of TPLF. As
an evidence Genocide Watch has already
identified Ethiopia under the TPLF as one
of the few countries in the world facing
serious risk conflicts. genocidal Hence, a
threat that Ethiopia facing is growing
more than ever. TPLF poses a great threat
to greater Ethiopia aslong as the current
conditions get worse by the puppet
leaders, the people should say enough is
enough. Otherwise, domination and
hegemony by a single minority group
within the government and other aspects
of national life ultimately will poses a
serious problem country. in the TPLF are
also attacking the people who are strategic
to the future of the country because they
are a present threat to your rule. These
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are people with intellectuals, power and
influence, political, religious, civic or
economic leaders, or anyone who
challenges the lies, deceptions and false
world created by the TPLF.

The ruling TPLF, woyane regime, in
Ethiopia commits gross human rights
violations in broad daylight on daily basis
and this is a case well documented enough
fear has overtaken the regime itself as
they very well know that this disgruntled
nation will someday turn around stand
against them. Tens of thousands of
women, men vyoung and old flee the
country every vyear seeking protection of
the demolition of dictators by mass
uprisings. Ethiopians have been voicing
against the agony inflicted upon them by
the TPLF regime. There has never been
even a brief moment of relative stability
and safety since the unfortunate fall of
Ethiopia under the brutality and savagery
of the TPLF dictatorship. Ethiopia has
literally become a nation of fear, hell on
planet Earth for Ethiopians. Generally
dictators have a natural trend of clinching to
power for life. Apparently most dictators
assume power through war or as monarchial
descendants. History tell us that people
who ascend to power militarily or by some
other illegal mode are seldom willing to
transfer power to others or share with
others. Leaders of the TPLF regime have
no the slightest grain of shame when they
publicly declare that they never have the
intention of sharing or transferring power
to a different party.

State Repression in Ethiopia
Daniel Kassa (Maintal)

It is generally agreed that the most
important single function of government is to
secure the rights and freedoms of individual
citizens. Unfortunately, the government that
we have in Ethiopia is quite the opposite of
this. According to the 2016 report of
Freedom House, Ethiopia is classified as a not
free country ruled by mono party political
system. Another recent report by Human
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Rights Watch revealed that the ruling party
used the so-called anti-terrorism law to
justify deadly crackdown on protests against
forced displacement in the Amhara and
Oromia regional states of the country, as well
as ongoing repression of political opponents,
journalists, bloggers, and human rights
activists. The report also indicated that
torture, dehumanization and brutal killings
are some of the crimes against humanity
committed by home grown Tigrean fascists.
The same report confirmed that more than
400 peaceful protestors have been killed by
government security forces in Oromia region
alone.

The above mentioned scenarios
represent the reality of state violence and
repression in Ethiopia. Therefore, this article
will focus on the recent tactics of the EPRDF
regime that purposely designed to divert our
attention away from the real issue to the less
important one. For example, Ethiopia always
seems to be at war with Eritrea. This never-
ending battle with our “enemies” is partly a
diversion to distract people’s attention from
Ethiopia’s real enemy — the dictatorial regime
of EPRDF. By diverting people’s attention
towards external enemies, state controlled
media are able to divert our attention from
our internal enemies, who are like a cancer
and are more dangerous than our external
enemies. It is the EPRDF regime that killed
Ethiopians for the past twenty five years. So
that, let’s struggle against our real enemies
at home instead of our external enemies.
This is my final message for all those
Ethiopian men and women, young and old,
prominent leaders and anonymous citizens in
Ethiopia and in the Diaspora.

Free Press and Freedom of
Speech VS Pressure of the

Ethiopian Government
Hailu Kassa (Niedernhausen)

It is undeniable fact that there is
still a big challenge imposed by the Ethiopian
government over free press and freedom of
speech. It is certain that it is in danger now
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ever before. It can be seen over different
angles as an evidence for the above stated
point.

Since 2005 Ethiopian election (an
election which made many people died,
prisoned and others fled the country) there
has been several protest taking place in every
corner of the country. But the biggest one is
the one which recently attracted national and
international attention happened in almost
all Oromia Cities which took more than 400
peoples' lives. In this protest there were a
high pressure of the government for the
information not to be "in" and "out" of the
region and the country at all. The
government has been using different
techniques. For example: by destroying the
Satellite Dishes going home to home, by
jamming the Ethiopian Diaspora Media
Satellite Frequencies. Besides the
government intelligences by chasing those
who post political content Photos and articles
via different social Medias. For example
Facebook, Twitter, etc.

The other evidence to show how the
Ethiopian free press in danger is, the number
of private media Journalists are minimizing
from time to time because of the fact that
private Journalists and Bloggers have been
facing prison and serious warning, threatens
for their writings of criticism against the
government even if it is already stated in the
Constitution regarding right for freedom of
speech. And this made others uncomfortable
to work. When it is compared the current
free press from the past Ten years on the
basis of the number of active Journalists,
Publishing and the contents of the publishing
is absolutely unfair and dark situation. Rather
currently the social Medias and Ethiopian
Diaspora broadcastings are trying to bridge
the information gap.

Ethiopia is currently a country with
less number of internet users and when it is
compared with other countries and Ethiopia
is a country with rare permission for Foreign
Journalists especially those who raise points
regarding human right issues. In general
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Ethiopia is one of the first lists of the
countries which makes free press and
freedom of speech at risk.

Landlocked Ethiopia and its
major economic and political

problems
Yohannes Biru (Frankfurt)

Despite the numerous attempts to
falsely project Ethiopia is actually in a
“renaissance and on the rise”, Why is the
country still the second poorest country on
the planet that also have the second largest
poor population in Africa? Why is it that
Ethiopia has been unable to rejuvenate
herself in her “renaissance” and rise up on
the global poverty scale? Why is 82 % of rural
population in Ethiopia “in severe poverty” in
2014? Why is it that nearly 60% of Ethiopia’s
90 plus million population struggling with an
income below USS$1.25 per day? Why is it
that over 60% of the Ethiopian population
chronically or at least periodically food
insecure?

Ethiopia is blessed with abundance of
natural resources such as gold, Potash,
unexploited natural gas or Methane, copper
and platinum. Meanwhile, Ethiopia has the
second largest poor population in Africa and
it is the second poorest country in the world
according to the New UNDP Human
Development  Multidimensional Poverty
Index.

Ethiopia is also a landlocked state. A
landlocked state is a sovereign state entirely
enclosed by land, or whose only coastline lies
on closed areas. A detailed study of
landlocked countries’ human geography by
Caitlin Dempsey lists a total of 48 countries
currently landlocked, including partially
recognized states. 42 of these are landlocked;
two are doubly landlocked; and four are
partially recognized states. Only two, Bolivia
and Paraguay are from South America, the
rest are all in the Afro-Eurasia world.

As might be expected, some are
affluent states (Switzerland, Luxemburg, and
Liechtenstein); but the majority of these
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countries are, what economists call,
landlocked developing countries (LLDC's).
Unsurprisingly, Nine out of twelve or 75% are
currently listed as having the lowest HDI
(Human Development Index). Of the 48
countries, none are a major power, and 15
are in the continent of Africa.

Ethiopia is the most populous
landlocked country on the list with a
population of approximately 90 million
people; followed by Uganda, with 40million;
Afghanistan, with 33million; and Uzbekistan,
with 32million inhabitants. There are bigger
countries than Ethiopia on the list in terms of
landmass, but with much smaller
populations. For instance, Kazakhstan,
Mongolia, Chad, Niger, and Mali all have
bigger land mass than Ethiopia. The
combined population of all the LLDC's is
about 475,818,737 or roughly 6.9% of the
world’s population (C. Dempsey).

Paul Collier (2007) surmised “if you
are coastal, you serve the world; if you are
landlocked, you serve your neighbors.” So
then, what happens to your economic
performance if you are landlocked, your
neighbors are poor, small, warring and
unstable?

Efforts to avoid being landlocked
include acquiring land that stretches to the
sea, and making arrangements on getting
free transport of goods through neighboring
countries. In all cases, however, losing access
to the sea has enormous implications to a
country, including, militarily, politically, and
most importantly, with respect to trade and,
hence, economic activity and performance.

It was surprising, therefore, when
former Prime Minister of Ethiopia, Meles
Zenawi declared, that Ethiopia could do away
with ports, and that the absence of ports
would not and could not harm the economy
as long as the country was able to garner
income from the resources available to it. To
accentuate his assertion, the former Prime
Minister even gave Uganda as an example of
a country that was landlocked but had
performed well!
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His statement was surprising because
history is replete with nations “large and
small across the world who have striven to
gain access to open waters, even at great
expense in wealth, bloodshed and political
capital”. Also surprising because it is
generally agreed that, as a rule, being
landlocked creates political and economic
handicaps that access to the high seas avoids.

According to the New Poverty Index,
about 90% of the total Ethiopian population
lives below poverty line with about 62%
deprived of adequate schooling. Ethiopia has
a very rich history and a beautiful blend of
several cultures of people of all colors and
races. Ethiopia is the only African country
never been colonized yet the long years of
poor governance, corruption, unequal
distribution of funds, etc. have crippled
Ethiopia’s economy to the point where
people continue to die from extreme poverty
and hunger.

Ethiopia like its neighboring countries
suffers a great deal from natural challenges
such as drought and unpredictable flooding.
Just like Niger (the poorest country in the
world according to the multidimensional
poverty index), the majority of the Ethiopian
population are poor subsistence farmers who
grow crops and rear animals just to feed
themselves and their families.

Since Ethiopia’s economy depends
mostly on agriculture (about 45 to 50% of
GDP), natural causes such as drought and
sometimes unpredictable flooding put the
entire economy of Ethiopia in a very bad
shape and leave many starving.

llliteracy is another major reason why
Ethiopia wallows in poverty. Ethiopian
leaders today do not pay much attention to
education. Ethiopia has a literacy rate of
42.7% which implies only about 42.7% of the
total population of Ethiopia above age 15 can
read and write. This literacy rate is very bad
compared to countries like Eritrea (a
neighboring country).

Due to extreme poverty and hunger,
most children of school going age are out of
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school and most are forced into child labor,
child trafficking and most recently, child
prostitution. Most children in Ethiopia are
forced into petty trading especially along the
major streets of big cities such as Addis
Ababa (the capital of Ethiopia with a
population of about 5 million people), Dire
Dawa, Adama or Nazret, Gondar, Dese or
Dessie, Mek’ele, Jimma and Bahir Dar.

Coffee which is very critical to the
Ethiopian economy (with exports around
$400 million dollars a year) sometimes meets
low prices on the international market which
puts the entire Ethiopian economy in a very
bad shape. Poor governance and corruption
are major problems in almost all African
countries. Most political figures in Ethiopia
today are very corrupt with little or no
experience at all. Poor governance and
political instability in Ethiopia also drives
investors away. The war with Eritrea a
neighboring country (1998-2000 with the loss
of about 80,000 lives) for example, crippled
the entire Ethiopian economy and drove
many investors away. Beside all this poor
governance and corruption continue to tear
the great Ethiopia into pieces.

Political Repression in
Ethiopia
Daniel Shitie

Ethiopian students from 4 kilo, 5 kilo,
6 kilo Addis Ababa University and other
campuses who  were arrested  for
demonstrating in front of USA and other
embassy opposing Ethiopian government
ongoing killing and human rights abuses on
peaceful protesters but the protesters have
been killed, Numerous witness told Human
right watch that security forces beat and
arrested protesters often directly from their
homes at night police and military forces
have fired on demonstration killing at least
400 protesters and wounded many others
since November 12, 2015.

Ethiopian government continued
suppress free speech and associational rights,
harassment and arrest of prominent
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opposition, media members and journalists
who were charged Ethiopia controversial
antiterrorism law. In April 2014 six associated
with the zone 9 bloggers and other
independent journalist, disappearance of
civilians physical abuse, tortured and other ill
treatment no independent domestic or
international organization have access to all
Ethiopian detention facilities so it is
impossible to determine the number of
political prisoners.

Ethiopia is the first place the highest
number of jailed independent journalist,
political leaders, political members and
civilians. At the last | request Habtamu
Ayalew is allowed to travel abroad for life
saving medical treatment immediately his
Doctor and medical boards have
recommended that he must travel abroad for
medical treatment he is in a critical situation,
as a result of months of torture he come out
with acute hemorrhoids and serious kidney
problem. He was the chairman of the peace
full  millions voices for land reform
movement, peace full protesters and peace
full political leader.

Detentions and torture in

Ethiopia by Election time
Yohannes Tikaher

Two waves of major urban protest
took place in June and November 2005 ,it is
now confirmed that at least 200 people died
and hundreds of others were injured by most
estimates, tens of thousands were detained
estimated about 30,000 people arrested ,it is
unknown how many are still detained or
facing charges they included members of
various opposition political parties who
refused to take their parliamentary seats in
addition ,several journalists, representatives
and civil society were arrested and later
charged among those not released ,in
addition to possibly thousands who have
been detained in rural area and a member of
civil society ,Human rights ,lawyers and anti
poverty campaigners.
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In the 2010 election similarly, while
opposition campaigners bloggers, political
party members and supporters harassed,
arrested later charged and killed. Ethiopian
ruling soldiers has detained about 1000
opposition activist before national election in
May 22,2015 including the eve of election
day reporters critical of the government are
harassed threatened and detained.

In 2015 alone over 30 journalists fled
Ethiopia and at least six publication were
closed down the semayawi or Blue party for
example is one of the new comers in Ethiopia
electoral land and since 2013 has tried to
hold regular and peaceful issue based
protests but protesters, political leaders and
organizers have frequently been arrested and
harassed in general it was not an election it
was an organized armed robbery.

Dhugadhaban

Hayat Fesal Mahamad
Baratooni yunuversiti
barchudhaf jiran morti
dhugaa dhabnan mirgafitif
gafidhakasan,gutumati
hirirabahan, motumati
debisasani, rasasa
godhemotuman,gabromsan
dhigansani, bilisuman gumabasa
dhigasani,walabuma guma baasa
iddoo dhugan, hinjirre kessa,
jirachudhaf bay’ee rakkisa
jirattule, esawagesa
sabontowan, barisisota
sabontowan baratota
megahadha, habuqgate
kandhirafi,dubartota
senanyomiyu, niyadata
baraton, galaman lola
wayanen, rasasan lola
hati ilmo ofi ifbiran jalati
ganama galgala ijan arifateti
baranotaf gadibahe du’asa galifati
hadhafi abbansa, boya fudhatani
motuman wayane, warra hiyyomsani
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Interview

The Ethiopian Affair:-Mr. Abidie, welcome to
the interview. To begin with, please tell us
about yourself and the main reason that makes
you to live in exile?

Mr. Abidie: - Pleasure to have me. My name is
Abebe Abidie; | was member of the national
council and deputy chairman of A.A city council
of former UDJ party. The reason which pushes
me to exile is the same with majority of the
members of former opposition party (Unity for
Democracy and Justice). The only choice to
those former UDJ members was either go in to
the jail or emigrated, so that is the only reason
why I'm here.

The Ethiopian Affair:-Mr. Abidie, your profile is
very interesting. But what makes you to join the
opposition party UDJ, instead of working with
the ruling party in your full capacity?

Mr. Abidie: - | was thinking that the problem of
the EPRDF might below capacity of the
members (the problem is still there) and |
hoped (more than 16 friends) to fill the gap that
was why we joined them directly from
university. When | was there all activities must
accomplished without any question, totally
undemocratic regime, hatred of elites, one
ethnic group dominance, wrong policy direction
and bad proclamations/regulations push me to
decide resign.

| have been joined UDJ party to struggle these
all mentioned above and to define individual &
group rights.
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Interview with Abebe Abidie. Mr. Abidie is a
graduate BA degree in Geography and
Environmental Studies and MA degree in
Population Studies both from Addis Ababa
University. He worked as University community
coordinator for the office of the EPRDF. He also
worked as a Public Relation and Information
Department head for SNNPR Youth and Sports
Bureau.  Furthermore, Mr. Abidie was
participated on foundation of Ethiopia Youth
Federation and League; member of both
National and Regional Councils. Let’s enjoy the
interview that we had with this gentleman!

The Ethiopian Affair:-Do you think that the
opposition political organizations are successful
in their political struggle over the past 25 years?
Mr. Abidie: - Not at all, government harassment
prevented them from being organized and from
competing effectively. The opposition parties
failed again and again to design clear policy and
program alternatives to present themselves as
more competent with EPRDF and to
communicate to the people in an effective way.
They had also failed to form and sustain real
broad-based coalitions countless times since
beginning of the transition period.

The other point to note is that the
major opposition parties organized based on
ethnicity, individual personalities, establish
political parties as a short cut to rapid personal
wealth and absence of explain their policy
alternatives. That is why wasted most of their
time in fighting each other and were busy in
intra-party power struggle.

The Ethiopian Affair:-In your opinion, what are
the fundamental pillars of support need by the
dictatorial regime in Ethiopia to remain in
power? And how can we erode them to bring
down the regime once for all?

Mr. Abidie:- In my opinion, the first and main
reason is that political culture of the society
that means our people yet not know how
exercising it's own right and obligations of
citizenship. In addition to this, the problem of
opposition parties in Ethiopia having been less
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focused, low commitment, un deep-rooted
program/strategy, internal conflict, weaker
leadership and external factors like financial
constraints, leading party influence and
expectations/being over ambitious. Most of the
opposition  party members also need
membership as a means of economic solution,
which means they are not economically
independent.

Ethiopian government always refers
dictatorship used to being developed soon like
South Korea and Thailand, but it does not
necessarily result in development. Development
defined by human well-being which (which
incorporates  education, health, income
generating/employment, and safety from
internal and external threats) and even by
personal discipline but it is not there on the
ground. To make down the regime these
mentioned issues above should be solved or
focused area and then by organizing the society
specially youth that politically aware,
accountable, responsible and strong enough to
pay any sacrifices to bring the change. Through
process by which the actions of an often small
dissident circle will translated into a mass
movement involving a sufficient cross-section of
society to sweep away a tyrant.

The Ethiopian Affair:-Many people believe that
the EPRDF regime has been using remittance
and foreign aid as a tool to oppress Ethiopians.
Is it possible to avoid effects of foreign aid and
remittances on the domestic politics?

Mr. Abidie: - Not only oppressed but also using
it as a reference for the so called development
of the country's economy. It has been the
second place next to export in terms of
contributing Ethiopian economy. At this time in
Ethiopia living expense going to be very high
except for those who get remittance from
abroad and corrupted leaders. It also
Contribute to inflation, high food and fuel costs
and housing problem that make a difference
between the poor and the rich people.

Nowadays, the Ethiopian economy is
going to be corruption & remittance leading
economy but not agricultural lead. Foreign Aid
is also a main means of corruption and
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repression. The EPRDF has already been
controlling almost all foreign aid by avoiding
NGOs those participate in humanitarian issues.
It might be possible avoiding the effect when
avoiding the system then preparing the new
guidelines and implementation strategy.

The Ethiopian Affair:-There are different
political forces within the political arena of
Ethiopia. However, these opposition forces
don’t agree upon choosing the method of
struggle let alone to find ways to work together.
Some of the opposition parties still believe in
peaceful struggle and others started to consider
arm struggle as an alternative to dismantle the
TPLF regime. In your opinion, where is the
common ground for these polarized forces?

Mr. Abidie: - All parts of the stragglers believe
that they are on the right track and need to
avoid the system. Those who believed to
overthrow by arm struggle was also came from
the peaceful struggles camp. They tried for
many vyears but because of the defective
straggling strategy and negative impacts of
EPRDF on them they going to be frustrated. If
you ask me how the two sides achieve their
goal difficult to say anything without change the
current attitude of Ethiopians towards politics.

There is a point of strong similarity
among the number of the opposition parties
and what is happening now in the Ethiopia, it is
in the gradual expansion of this "bread not
politics" deal. Why didn't the middle classes join
with those opposition party members and
leadership? Whenever strong opposition party
will have come into the ground, key moment
comes when people are asking themselves why
they are not joining in. Then everyone becomes
personally concerned and that might be a
common ground.

In the end, however, the success of
opposition party depends on the crossing of a
fear barrier by enough people, not simply the
small group of dedicated dissidents. A judgment
that the risk is worth it and the freedom seekers
might actually succeed.

The Ethiopian Affair:-Evidences obtained from
different sources indicated that the dictatorial
regime in Ethiopia has allocated 23 million

July 2016 Volume 2 Issue No.3

26



hectares of land (20 percent of the total area of
the country mostly from  Gambella,
Benishangul, Oromia, Amhara, SNNPR, Afar and
Somali regional states of Ethiopia) to lease for
foreign investors. Given the recurrent famine
and the rapid population growth in the country,
what will be the consequences of land grabbing
in Ethiopia in general and in those regions in
particular? What specific proposals do you have
to address the issues of land grabbing?

Mr. Abidie: - Ethiopian government relocate
tens of thousands of people from their
ancestral homes in the rural areas that for large
scale commercial agriculture, often benefiting
the regime's higher officials (corrupted) and
foreign investors and in urban areas also for
building huge towers to show it as a result of
the so called development but is not a
development strategy but a scheme to benefit
the ruling elites. Some areas the community has
also seen minerals and gold being mined and
exported. That is why currently Ethiopian
government follows displacement strategy to
save the land for corruption. It is the major
source to be rich in overnight; this is only in
Ethiopia being millionaire from the scratch.

When people move from their native
home land there is no school, shortage of food
security (they destroy wild fruits and animals),
loss their cattle, clear all forests come and
destroy their way of life, culture, and pasture
land and it leads to famine and starvation.
Ethiopian constitution still not protect citizen
but states that: “Ethiopian farmers and
pastoralists have the right to free land for
grazing and cultivation as well as the right not
to be displaced from their own lands.”

With one of the fastest-growing
populations in the world, Ethiopia is also
running out of available grazing land and water
points as urbanization expands into rural areas
of whole country. Always urbanization is the
best way to civilization and industrialization but
yet not. In my opinion this issue needs Reform,
'land must free for Citizens but not for political
beliefs!'
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The Ethiopian Affair:-Do you consider national
reconciliation as means to advance the political
struggle in Ethiopia?

Mr. Abidie: - To come up with this like idea the
starting point should be: all prisoners of
conscience, including leaders and members of
political parties, and religious, civic and
professional organizations, must be released.
And all harassments, persecutions and
assassinations of members of the opposition
and persons with opposing views must stop,
ready to measures tackling more fundamental
issues including constitutional reform, creation
of an inclusive national defense force,
redefinition of an acceptable federal structure,
and implementation of aggressive anti-poverty
programs.

First of all, we have to know that in our
country national reconciliation might have been
taking when the regime's power to control the
country failed. The regime came up with this
idea at the moment there will not get any
chance. That is why it would have been finalized
without any solution. The same thing will
happen when if Ethiopia try to solve the current
problems but it will be able to make a historical
by doing so thinking as a good citizen.

The Ethiopian Affair:-Do you believe that social
media platforms such as Facebook, twitter and
others can be used as a powerful tool to wage
nonviolent resistance in Ethiopia?

Mr. Abidie: - Currently, the roll of social media
in our country has incomparable, because it is
the only way to express the whole situation. But
when we see it's coverage of information
distribution very limited because there are so
many problems like access to internet, fear of
the regime, experience of using media and
political awareness. However, the current new
proclamation has a negative impact | believe
that the use of social media has been helpful in
the recent uprisings, precisely because it
increased the number of those "first actors" on
the peaceful struggling.

The Ethiopian Affair:-Today, we are witnessing
that there are war incidences between Ethiopia
and Eritrea. What will happen, in case of a full
scale war between the two countries?
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Mr. Abidie: - Any bloodshed is unjust! People
should not die to serve the elite. Two countries
will have got nothing from the war except
destroy both human life and physical resources.
The war between two countries has its own
secret that only few higher officials from two
countries know and it might be also not a
matter of problems of the two countries people
but it is only a few spectators interest of
conflict. In the end, both sides need to set down
work out their differences and be good
neighbors.

The Ethiopian Affair:-What is your final
message for all those Ethiopian men and
women, young and old, prominent leaders and
anonymous citizens in Ethiopia and in the
Diaspora?

Mr. Abidie: - What | want to forward to all
Ethiopians is that this is time to get freedom not
by delegation but through struggle without any
variation of ethnicity, religion, political attitude,
age and gender. Otherwise, the previous
struggle trend yet not working. All people must
be act as a citizen but not as a subject.

Young people must claim space and
needs to hear. The political crises they
experiences is found in the poor leadership and
governance that puts Ethiopian people’s
especially youth outside of decision making at
regional as well as national level. Youth
experience their own moral crises from their
lack of direction in the country that doesn't
think of them and the absence of relatable role
models who represent the values and attitudes
of responsible citizenship and success in life. In
addition to the political crises the economic
crises also found in the lack of innovations that
pursue new types of employment and succeed
in diverse business or investment opportunities
that welcome youth. In terms of bettering
future Ethiopia, youth experience a difficulty in
creating their own sense of identity and dignity
because without support they lack spaces to
create self-esteem and can't develop a belief in
themselves.

Youth need and want a future that is
hopeful and positive. This includes resource and
tools that help to give them faith in the future;
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enables them to build their self-awareness; and
enable them to take charge of their future as
individuals as well as accountable and
responsible generation for the future Ethiopia.
They need tools now that enable them to
navigate the whole country as adults later. But
in Ethiopia there is no space to them neither to
organize themselves nor to motivate in to a
common future. Mostly though, youth need to
know that they can speak and that there are
places where people will listen to them. Young
people need to know that what they think and
feel matter, that people care about what they
say and that what they say matters to how their
communities are shaped and developed.
Nowadays Ethiopian Youth seen by the regime
as a criminal and young people are also under
fear of punishment.

The Ethiopian Affair:-Mr. Abidie, thank you very
much for the wonderful time we have had.

Mr. Abidie: - Nice to have me here.
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civil disobedience

The need for revolution in
Ethiopia
Tewachew Derebe

There are many reasons for the need
to revolution in Ethiopia. Widespread
brutality, nepotism, violence against women,
repression, famine and land grabbing are
some of the reasons among many others. In
addition, inadequate public services, wide
spread unemployment, uneven distribution
of resources and high level of corruption are
unbearable conditions of the country. This
condition has made a huge economic gap
between citizens and it resulted in a severe
absolute poverty. The corrupted and loyal
slaves of TPLF officials have become
Millionaires while the rest of society is not
able to fulfill their basic needs. From those
poor and inefficient people’s hand the money
and resources were stolen by servants of the
regime.

Due to increased and unbearable
poverty in rural areas of the country high
numbers of people are migrating to the
bigger cities and towns. For instance recently
released information indicates that there are
over 160,000 street children in Addis Ababa
excluding adult beggars and homeless. So we
can see that the number could rise over a
million when all the regional bigger cities and
towns street children, adult beggars and
homeless added up.

When | change my opinion from socio
economic situation to socio- political
condition, Ethiopia is facing now most
shameful and horrible political condition in
all of its history. In Ethiopian history no
government or regime had committed such a
countless crimes against its own people. The
continued massacre, torture, arrest and
persecutions of civilians by TPLF regime has
become daily horrors which Ethiopians are
facing on their daily life.

In general, Ethiopia is overwhelmed
by many problems with few solutions. The
country has already become the land of
endless cry, continuous sadness and sorrow.
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Millions left their homes, hundreds of
thousands were killed. No freedom, No
security, No justice and No words to explain
our pains. It is only revolution that will solve
all these problems once for all. Therefore,
let’s join the wave of protests against the
regime the regime in every corner of the
country.

Pillars of Dictatorship in
Ethiopia

Asnake Demena

Experts of nonviolent struggle stated
that dictators are never as strong as they tell
you they are, and the people are never as
weak as they think they are (Sharp, 2011).
Sharp also explained that nonviolent action
can eat away at a regime's pillars of power
like termites in a tree. This is to mean that
political power is always potentially fragile
and is always dependent on the society over
which it is applied. Based on this explanation,
it is possible to suggest that the political
power of the brutal regime in Ethiopia can be
destroyed without much risks and causalities.
However, it is also potentially disastrous for
any group to wage a struggle against
dictatorship without prior knowledge of its
fundamental pillars of support. Hence, the
main purpose of this article is to identify, the
fundamental pillars of support of dictatorship
in Ethiopia.

Scholars of nonviolent resistance
agreed that understanding of the nature of
political power will help us to understand
how to conduct the struggle effectively. Any
regime: dictatorial or democrat will rely on
some pillars of support more than on others.
The regular interaction between pillars of
support is the most important source of
power for all forms of governments.
Therefore, identifying fundamental pillars
and developing a multi-level strategy that
weakens those pillars may make the
difference between success and failure for
our nonviolent struggle.

Based on our daily observation it is
possible to identify fundamental pillars of
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support of the brutal regime in Ethiopia.
Some of these pillars, such as the military,
police and security, courts, media, foreign aid
and remittance are vulnerable to popular
mass action or withdrawal of consent from
the general population. Let’s take this
discussion a bit further.

1.Military

The dictatorial regime in Ethiopia
uses military force to stay in power. In every
protest that took place in Ethiopia, it is the
military force that has killed many people
than local police. More recently, it was the
notorious Agazi Commando that killed more
than 400 protestors in Oromia alone. This
indicates that the military is the most crucial
pillar of support for the regime in power.
Since, the military unit is separated from the
society to hinder the development of
personal relationships between military and
civilian families; there is no reason on the
part of military units to use less force on
protestors. In some circumstances, soldiers
were considered by the regime to be more
reliable than the local police and militia to
use excessive force on civilians. Therefore,
any plan for nonviolent struggle in Ethiopia
should consider dissemination of information
into the military apparatus to develop a
positive relationship between soldiers and
the rest of the society.
2.The police

Policing in Ethiopia is complex. Along
with federal and regional police, there are
also local militias that operate as local
security forces. The federal police was
created in 1995 to operate under the
Ministry of Federal Affairs. Regional police
also known as local police operates under
their respective regional justice offices. The
police and security apparatus have been
effectively served as instrument of
intimidation, torture and kidnapping for the
corrupted and repressive regime in the
country.

But still, it is possible to begin
changing the attitudes and behavior of police
personnel. There are a few factors to keep in
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mind concerning the police. First, police
normally live in the communities that they
serve. Therefore, their families, relatives,
acquaintances and friends have developed a
network of relationships. If the government,
then, characterizes those people in the
community who oppose the regime as
criminals or terrorists, the police have
another reference point by which to evaluate
government propaganda. Secondly, police
forces carrying out the orders of the
dictatorial regime should not, in general, be
viewed as the enemy of the people. They are
servants of a system that has failed. It is the
system that needs to be replaced, not the
thousands of honest and honorable people
whose training and skills are necessary to
serve and protect a democratic society.
Keeping these points in mind let’s work hard
to change the attitudes and behavior of
police personnel towards our struggle against
the brutal regime in Ethiopia.

3.The courts

The courts in Ethiopia are strongly
controlled by the regime in power. They are
pillar of support of dictatorship which
facilitates the imprisonment of thousands of
dissents in the name of justice. The EPRDF
regime routinely uses its vague and overly
broad anti-terrorism law to stifle freedom of
expression and political opposition. For the
past 25 years, courts have been working hard
to replace the rule of law with the rule of
jungle. Death penalty and long term prison
sentences have been given to individuals for
being human rights defender or political
activist.

Most of the judges to these courts
are appointed by the regime only based on
their party affiliation instead of their legal
gualification. As a result of this, their
judgment is based on intentional political
motivation of the regime. In most case, state
agents such as police ignore court orders
regarding the release or treatment of
defendants, as occurred when a supreme
federal court ruled that Habtamu Ayalew
could not travel abroad to receive urgent
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surgery and medical treatment due to torture
inflicted kidney failure and Hemorrhoid. This
subversion of judicial independence to
political interests occurs at all levels of
government. Judges who do not conform to
those interests are either face disciplinary
punishment or dismissal. All the scenarios
discussed above indicate that courts are the
most crucial pillars of support of the regime
in power. Therefore, let’s encourage judges
to think about strategic defection against the
regime in Ethiopia.
4.The Media

If a popular nonviolent movement for
democratic change is to be successful, it must
have the means to communicate its messages
to its target audiences. The brutal regime in
Ethiopia knows this and makes attempts to
deny or limit the flow of information among
the society. The most recent “computer
crime proclamation” of the regime was
created to serve this purpose intentionally, in
addition to the so-called anti-terrorism law
that has been used to impede freedom of
expression in the country for many years.

Furthermore, Magazines,
Newspapers, television and radio stations are
under the control of the repressive regime.
All of these mass media have virtually been
used to disseminate harmful propaganda for
the past 25 years. However, by boycotting
these media or by finding an alternative
outside the country’s border it is possible to
overcome impacts harmful propaganda on
the struggle against the regime.
5.Foreign aid and remittance

Friendly governments that provide
foreign aid, technical assistance or serve as
international trade partner are also
fundamental pillars of dictatorship in
Ethiopia. The total amount of foreign aid to
Ethiopia, estimated to be 4 billion US dollar
on average from international donors in
recent years. On the other hand, according to
reports from the banking industry,
remittances from abroad to Ethiopia reached
3.7 billion US dollar. This means, foreign aid
and diaspora remittance represents 60 to 70
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percent of the national budget of the EPRDF
regime. This tremendous amount of money
allowed the EPRDF regime to win support
from the military and to fund numerous
instruments of political repression, such as
police and security forces. In other words, it
is our own money has been serving as a
walking stick for the regime to remain in
power. If we are really serious about bringing
down the regime, it is time to control the
flow of foreign aid and remittance into
Ethiopia.

To conclude the entire argument of
this article, serious struggle against brutal
dictatorship is not a pleasant prospect. An
essential part of any effective nonviolent
struggle is to identify and attack the regime's
few crucial pillars of support. All of the above
mentioned organizations are made up of
individuals who can be influenced. If the
resisters can persuade these individuals to
lessen or even withdraw their support for the
regime, the pillar is weakened, and the
regime's power is diminished. These efforts
can take place at both an individual and an
organizational level. An early attack might
focus on “pulling out” one or a few influential
individuals. Finally, the organizations as a
whole are still supportive of the regime, but
unable to function as usual. This leads to
entire collapse of the regime once for all.
Reference: - Gene Sharp, 2011. An

interview on BBC Radio 4's

Broadcasting House, 20 February

2011.
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