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Happy Ethiopian Epiphany

The Feast of Timkat is the most important Christian holiday in Ethiopia. Baptism
(Timkat in Amharic), is the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo celebration of the
Epiphany. It celebrates the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River by John the Baptist.

On the eve of Timkat, clergy wear ceremonial robes, men and women don traditional
white clothing (shamma), and children wear colorful clothes and crowns to partake
in the festive processions. The Tabot, a symbol of the Ark of Covenant containing the
10 Commandments, is wrapped in luxurious clothing and taken out of the church in
procession on the head of the priest. The Divine Liturgy is celebrated near a body o

water early in the morning after which the water is blessed and sprinkled on the
faithful gathered. Many choose to immerse themselves in the water, thereby,
symbolically renewing their baptism. Following the ceremony, the Tabot is taken
back to church in a colorful procession.

Timkat is celebrated on the 11th day of Terr on the Ethiopian calendar, which
corresponds to Jan. 19 (Jan. 20 in Leap Year) in the Gregorian calendar. This year
Timkat was celebrated on Jan 19, 2015.



http://www.ethioembassy.org.uk/about_us/festivals_and_holidays.htm
http://.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timkat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(holiday)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tabot
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Part II English

Mission Statements

The Ethiopian Affair is a quarterly private Magazine established in September,
2014. It is voice of the voiceless Ethiopians initiated by determined individuals to be
published in Amharic and English in Germany as well as beyond. The Ethiopian
Affair is a print and online publication dedicated to publishing latest information
together with significant proposals. We used images of three keys on the cover of
this Magazine to symbolize mistrusts among Ethiopians, the regime in power and
opposition political parties. It is an obvious fact that Keys have been used to lock
away secret information and most valuable things of the greatest significances for
centuries. Consequently, we used images of the three keys to symbolize the
ultimate quest of Ethiopians for freedom, justice and democracy. Thus, our aim in
this volume is to unlock the range of political, social, economic and environmental
issues that are locked before twenty years but still affect all of us.

Editorials of the Ethiopian Affair strongly believe that information is a key to
maintain power in this twenty first century. Thus, we are committed to increase the
circulation of information to have a direct and positive effect on political, social,
economic and environmental affairs of Ethiopia in order to create a more inclusive
democratic political system that involves all stakeholders in it. Therefore, we
encourage all Ethiopians regardless of their political, ethnic and/or religion affiliation
to actively participate in all affairs of the country without any restriction. However,
the opinions expressed in this Magazine are not necessarily those held by Editorials
of the Ethiopian Affair. Indeed, contrary views are most welcome to enhance
further discussion.

(B The =020 Affair

The right Magazine in the right
place at the time!

Established in September, 2014.
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Editors Notes: Election doesn’t
Work in Ethiopia

Dear Reader:

This is a vital and challenging time for all of us. According to a
schedule released by the National Electoral Board of Ethiopia, the
country will go to the polls to elect a new government on May 24,
2015. This will be Ethiopia’s fifth national election with sever
restriction of freedom of expression and momentous political
tension. There are many questions that need responses of all the
political actors in the country. Why does the government regularly organize
elections and invite election observers only to reject their findings? Why do
opposition parties participate in these regular ceremonies only to criticize the
processes and claim for reruns after the election? Why do international actors such
as the EU and the US Observer Mission continue to participate in these processes
where their credibility is tarnished? What do all these mean to the people of
Ethiopia?

Election in Ethiopia had become a regular ceremony that took place every five
years. Domestic politics had interfered with administration to the extent that even
competing in elections requires the blessing of the ruling circle of TPLF. The
goventment controlled electoral board has an absolute power to ban opposition
parties at any time. This was what happened to the main opposition parties in the
past few weeks. In general, there is no healthy election practice and competition to
accomplish democratic values through free and fair elections. As a result, election
doesn’t work Ethiopia for peaceful transition- it only sustains the absolute power of
TPLF and its affiliated thugs. Therefore, it is time to call for nonviolent civic
disobedience to end the current monstrous regime in Ethiopian.

Asnake Demena,

Editor-in-chief
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Recent Issues

The Current Political Climate of Ethiopia

By Markos Ezana

Ethiopia’s fifth national election will
take place on May 24, 2015. Ahead of
the election, the political climate of
the country began to resemble that of
the early 1990s. During that time, all
of the liberation fronts were fighting
against the military regime of the
Derg. At the end of the civil war, the
Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF)
came to power in 1991, only to divide
the country into nine regional states
based on ethnic lines.

Today, the internal social-economic
and religious interrelationship is in
turmoil. Much of the conflict is along
ethnic lines that have been ever
growing since the current
government’'s grasp to power. The
current government in Ethiopia has
been in power for a total of almost 24
years, and it is based on a single
ethnic minority group. The
government has made sure to control
all sectors of the country with its own
ethnic group. The military, religious,
and economic composition has always
and still continues to revolve around
the Tigray ethnic group.

To prolong its grasp on power, the
Tigray government has been using the
age-long known strategy of divide-
conquer. It has pitted several ethnic
groups against each other and
particularly the major ethnic groups,
the Amhara and Oromo. There have
been several genocides, massacres,
and ethnic cleansings that have taken
place throughout the country, and not

one individual has been held
accountable for all those killings and
massacres.

Political parties are not allowed to
exist unless they serve the Tigray
government’s interests. In January
2015, the government controlled
election board NEBE had banned
Ethiopia’s main opposition parties UDJ]
and AEUP, in what observers said was
the biggest blow to democracy since
2005.Private and independent Medias
are not allowed to function, and those
that do are intimidated and abused on
a regular basis to point where they are
exiled. Several hundred Journalists
have been exiled and many more have
been put in prison to serve decade
long sentences that were based on
tramped up bogus charges.

Religious tension within the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewhado is another factor
where the Tigray government has
practically cleared all other ethnic
groups and put its own ethnic groups
in control of all Church matters
creating two Church leaderships. The
Tigray government has also split
Muslim community by illegal
appointing its own Muslim leaders as
opposed to those chosen by the
community.

The western policy and particularly
that of the U.S has been complete
deliberate ignorance to promote its Al-
Shabab interests. The U.S has not
done anything other than give lip
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service to the Ethiopian people. This
deliberate ignorance, however, could
be costly for the U.S as Ethiopia is
heading on to full-fledged failed state,
and its own reports confirm this; and
yet still support the Tigray

government. The disintegration of
Ethiopia will inevitably lead to the
disintegration of the horn. Time is of
the essence and the issue needs to be
immediately confronted.

Freedom of Expression in Ethiopia

By Mentewab Ethiopia

Article 19 of both the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)
and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights declares that
“everyone has the right to freedom of
opinion and expression.” According to
UNESCO (2014), freedom of
expression is a fundamental human
right that underpins all other civil
liberties, that is vital for the rule of
law and good governance, and that is
a foundation for inclusive and open
knowledge societies. Theoretically,
Article 29 of the 1994 constitution of
the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia also provides the freedom of
expression, including the free flow of
information, ideas and opinions which
are essential to the functioning of a
democratic order. But practically, the
government in Addis Ababa is
completely against the provision of the
constitution. For this reason,
individuals face harassment and
imprisonment as a result of exercising
their rights to freedom of expression.

It is true that democracy can only
exist and flourish through open
dialogue among the citizenry. When
there is open dialogue among citizens
there is free flow of information
among them. Through the free flow of
information, we are able to hold our
public officials and civil servants
accountable, we are able to evaluate
and compare their suitability for public

office and service, we are able to
convince our fellow citizens to join our
political parties and interest groups,
we are able to explain the political
choices of the day so that the people,
who are sovereign in democracy, can
choose the policy options most
suitable to them and the
representatives who will pursue the
policies they select.

Given the scenarios discussed above,
this article will explore the status of
freedom of expression in Ethiopia. To
begin with, freedom of expression
such as freedom of speech, freedom
of the press, freedom of association,
freedom of assembly and freedom of
religion have eliminated by the
government of the Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF). The
authorities have already buried all of
these basic human rights by silencing
dissents. As the May 2015 national
election approaches: intimidation,
detention, abduction, eviction, torture
and Kkillings of opposition party
elements, bloggers, journalists,
activists and civilians have worsened
than ever seen before.

Consequently, thousands of Ethiopians
are leaving their country in fear of
their life. Recently, Human Rights
Watch reported that Ethiopia now has
the most journalists in exile of any
country in the world other than Iran
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(Human Rights Watch, 2015). The
report also revealed under repressive
laws, the authorities frequently charge
and the courts invariably convict
journalists for their reports and
commentaries on events and issues.
Individuals like Eskinder Nega and
Reeyot Alemu have come to symbolize
the plight of dozens more media
professionals, both known and
unidentified, in Addis Ababa and in
rural regions, who have suffered
threats, intimidation, physical abuse,
and politically motivated prosecutions
under criminal or terrorism charges.
Their trials are fraught with due
process violations and the courts have
demonstrated little independence in
the verdict of their cases. The 2014
World Press Freedom Index published
by Reporters without Borders had also
classified Ethiopia as one of the
enemies of freedom of expression.

In general, freedom of expression,
come under frequent attack of the

government of the Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF) in the name of
fighting terrorism. Today bloggers and
journalists are serving long-term jails
or life in prison sentences for speaking
out against the government and
human rights abuses in the country.
At least 60 journalists have fled their
country since 2010 while at least
another 19 languish in prison. The
government has shut down dozens of
publications and controls  most
television and radio outlets, leaving no
options for Ethiopians to acquire
independent information and analysis
on domestic political issues. This
shows that even though freedom of
expression was recognized as a
universal human right, as long as
1948 in Article 19 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights; it
remains under sustained assault in
Ethiopia.

Charges against Ethiopian Publications

By Murad Awel (Fulda)

Five independent magazines and a
weekly newspaper have been charged
by Ethiopia's Justice Ministry, a move
that may add to the long lists of
shuttered publication and Ethiopian
journalists in exile. In a press release
issued August 4, the ministry accused
the journals of publishing false
information, inciting violence, and
undermining public confidence in the
government, news reports said.

The ministry said it pressed charges
after running out of patience with the
publications for “encouraging
radicalism and terrorism." The state

broadcaster aired the ministry's
announcement, but none of
publications received the charge
sheet, local journalists told me. The
six independent publications are Afro
Times, a weekly newspaper, and
magazines Addis Guday, Enku, Fact,
Jano, and Lomi. All are popular
alternatives to the state-run press,
which  espouses an increasingly
position narrative. Local journalists
and news reports said the charges
could be a way for the ruling party to
silence critics ahead of elections
expected in may 2015.
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Freedom of press in Ethiopia is almost dead compared to

Western countries, e.g. France

By Desalegne Abebew (Germany)

It is really impossible to get
independent voices in Ethiopia. Media
is treated as a threat rather than a
valued source of information and
analysis. The TPLF/EPRDF regime has
been shut up Freedoms of expression
for the last 23 years in Ethiopia. All
pillars of democracy are under the
tight control of the cruel and lawless
repressive regime. Political leaders
and popular journalists are either in
prison or in exile. Different ways
through which TPLF is terrorizing
journalists include threatening by
phone and text, arresting, robbing
their livelihoods, put families under
pressure and fear of harassment,
follow up by cars while they are on the
road. The government exerts control
of the press media in many different
ways. Printers and distributors of
critical publications are also closed.
There are some print publications
which are working affiliated with the
government. Due to this, Ethiopia is
suffering from lack of independent
media so as to have pure information
and they are forced to have only
state-owned media for those boring

and unreliable information. For
example, the government always says
Ethiopia’s GDP is growing at about
10.4%. So, if there is someone who
trusts such figures of the Ethiopian
government, he is illiterate, because
such data are one-sided information
unless and otherwise they are
confirmed by independent media. That
is why TPLF is always fighting with
journalists the same thing like cats
and mouse doing.

Facts are always hidden by state
media. For example, dragging of body
of killed person on the ground is
totally inhumane and this is something
which is commonly seen when
terrorists are doing. The same thing
has been done by TPLF soldiers
recently in area called "Seman Shewa,
Dera wored", according to ESAT news
on 28/1/2015. After they Kkilled two
persons who were claimed as "bandit",
they dragged their cadavers on the
ground and the hanged them on fence
of the main road. Such terrible news,
which is out of Ethiopian culture, was
able to release to the ear of the
Ethiopian people only through a
privately owned media located in USA
which is called ESAT.

Witness from external bodies like
Human Right Watch (HRW) has
confirmed that social media in Ethiopia
is heavily restricted, blogs and
websites of Ethiopians abroad are
blocked inside the country, jamming
broad casts and foreign Diaspora radio
and television stations are daily
practiced by TPLF as if it was written
in constitution of the country. HRW
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reported that found patterns of
government abuses against journalists
that resulted in 19 being imprisoned
for exercising their right to free
expression, and that have forced at
least 60 others into exile since 2010.
In April 2014 authorities arrested six
people from the Zone 9 bloggers, who
have now been in prison for more than
260 days under antiterrorism laws. A
report from Reporters without Borders
also said at least six publications had
been forced to close in recent months
and 30 journalists forced to flee
abroad as the result of the biggest
crackdown on privately-owned press
since 2005. After observing the depth
of problem of freedom of expression
and freedom of the press, government
of United States urges Ethiopia to
ensure fair trial to bloggers and
journalists.

Historically, Ethiopian had many
inputs to Africa, but now the history of
Ethiopia is distorted thanks to TPLF for
their  antidemocratic = governance.
Africa Union whose main office is
located in Addis Ababa, capital city of
Ethiopia, prefers to sit calm. Shame
on Africa Union which is unable to
criticize the brutal TPLF party in
Ethiopia, this is because all dictators
in Africa help each other to increase
their life on power. When we see
Ethiopia comparing to other African
countries, unlike Nigeria Ethiopia
government did not invite witness
from European Union for the election
in May, 2015, afraid of release of their
lies. When Ethiopia is jailing more and
more journalists, recently Eritrea is

releasing 6 journalists from prison.
Due to this Ethiopia’s media will not
play a crucial role in the coming
national election in May 2015. This
indicates the failure of commitment of
TPLF for democracy.

Freedom of speech in Western
countries is alive. For example, when
we see France, historically it had
philosophers who wrote and published
a lot of reading materials for their
citizens. Their work gave the principle
of tolerance to diverse ideas and
acceptance of multiple of religious
beliefs to take part in the development
of the society. A peaceful
demonstration had been carried out in
France on 07 January, 2015 in which
over 3.7 million participants were
involved to defend freedom of speech
guaranteed by the French Constitution
and to oppose the act of terrorists on
Charli Hebdo which is a weekly
magazine, they express their support
displaying a slogan: "I suis Charlie” (I
am Charlie). This is indication to the
quest for free speech in all its forms
tolerated in all genuinely democratic
societies. Contrarily, it remains as a
dream even to make a real
demonstration against the ruling party
in Ethiopia.

Freedom of speech in Ethiopia is
terrorized by the government itself
and it is happening daily, but in
France it was done by terrorists and
also only once. That is why we are
saying that freedom of speech and
press are dead in Ethiopia.
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Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn and His Lies

By Mahider Geberegzi

The Ethiopian prime minister,
Hailemariam Desalegn has discussed
about the living conditions of Ethiopian
asylum seekers in Germany, after he
holds an official visits to the Federal
Republic of Germany, in December
2014. In his speech, in a local meeting
in Ethiopia, the PM stated that when
he was in his official state visits he
realized that Ethiopian asylum seekers
are suffering from of food shortages.
PM Hailemariam also explained that
"Heim" is a place like prisons in
Ethiopia in which the refugees are
suffering from torture and other forms
of ill-treatment. He also witnessed
these refugees have been receiving
only wheat flour for food for several
years.

Mr. Prime Minster, this is an insult for
the government of Germany. Even
though, we are not food migrants I
would like to assure you that there is
no food shortages in Germany to feed
thousands of asylum seekers. To be
honest, Ethiopian asylum seekers are
in a better place to enjoy their basic
human rights and we do have
everything to fulfill our basic needs.
We do have a great thing that we
haven't before and still most
Ethiopians don’t have-that is freedom.
I think you yourself are in need of
freedom to get back your liberty.

For your real information “Heim” mean
simply House, Home or living place.
It's not like Ma’ekelawi, Kilinto,
Zeway, Shewa Robit and/or Kaliti
prisons in Ethiopia. How can prime
minster of a dictatorial regime
disseminate such kind of false
information about a democratic
country like Germany? Mr.
Hailemariam please mind your words,
Ethiopian asylum seekers are treated
in Germany according to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
Germany is not like Ethiopia or not
under the control of the TPLF
dictatorships. The Federal Republic of
Germany is a democratic country and
its people know much about the
values of democracy and human
rights. They do have the greatest
respect for these values. Above all,
the country is governed by the rule of
law. So you don’'t have moral values
to accuse the government of German
in human rights abuse. Instead,
please tell us how many Ethiopians
are suffering from torture, intimidation
and other forms of ill-treatment in
every corner of the country?
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Civil Disbedince

The third way to dismantle dictatorship in Ethiopia
Partl

By Asnake Demena

The history of Ethiopia is steeped in
human right abuses and political
repression. Two violent and bloody
revolutions have occurred over the
past 40 years. However, none of them
had brought justice, freedom and
democracy for the people. Despite the
end of the civil war in 1991,
Ethiopians are suffering under a
dictatorship of no alternatives. We
have tried for transition from
dictatorship to democracy through
peaceful struggle and election for the
last 24 years. But still, we don’t have
a democratic political system that
holds the different political actors in
the country.

Currently, Ethiopia exists in a
complete state of political crisis.
Ahead of the 24 May 2015 national
elections, the narrow political space
for peaceful struggle had already
suffocated by the dictatorial regime of
EPRDF. Two of the main opposition
political parties: Unity for Democracy
and Justice (UDJ]) and All Ethiopia
Unity Party (AEUP) had banned from
the election by EPRDF controlled
electoral board of the country.
Moreover, internationally recognized
political and civil rights of the society
are severely restricted by the ruling
party than ever before. The failure of
the government to hold multiparty
election leads the country to civil
disobedience. Thus, it's time to
consider civil disobedience as an
obvious alternative to end the current
monstrous regime in Ethiopian.

Part I of this article attempts to
explore and justify the need for civil
disobedience in Ethiopia. To start with,
civil disobedience is act of an
individual or a group of individuals
refuse to comply with certain unjust
laws as a peaceful form of political
protest. It has a long history as a form
of protest and resistance. According to
the United State Institute of Peace
(2009), in the spring of 1930, a group
of 78 Indian citizens led by Mohandas
K. Gandhi, had violated the British
colonial salt laws and seek to unify
other Indians in their act of
opposition. As they marched through
village after village, the original group
slowly grew until tens of thousands of
Indians approached the sea, where
they broke the law by collecting
seawater. The simple, but powerful,
act sent shockwaves across India’s
600,000 villages and united the
country against the Salt Laws and also
rallied the nation around a series of
larger nonviolent independence
protests. More recently, tens of
thousands of fearless young protestor
inspired by Facebook and Twitter took
the streets of Tunis and Cairo to bring
down two giant dictators in Tunisia
and Egypt respectively. This indicated
that civil disobedience has been
worked wonders as a method of
struggle to dismantle dictatorships in
Africa.

As a social tactic, civil disobedience
has developed dramatically within the
past few years. Undoubtedly, the
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author of this article strongly believes
that nonviolent civic resistance that
involved the participation of masses of
people is a major source of pressure
to change the current dictatorial
regime in Ethiopia. The results
achieved by these cases have
depended on various factors, including
the situation, knowledge of earlier
cases, the presence or absence of a
wise strategy, the degree of planning
that was possible and utilized as well

as the methods to be wused.
Furthermore, nonviolent civil
disobedience requires courage,

discipline and preparation, as well as
burning commitment and desire for
change.

There several reasons for Ethiopians
to bring down the dictatorial regime of

TPLF. Some of these are: unjustified
violent repression from the
government, the divide and conquer
policy of the government, poor
economic condition, endemic
corruption, the presence of violent and
abusive police as well as military
force, electoral fraud, land grabbing,
unemployment, human smuggling,
violence against women and many
more burning issues that are
inevitable for revolution. I am calling
on Ethiopians from North-to-South
and East-to West regardless of their
ethnic and religious backgrounds to
say no for dictatorship and to fight for
freedom, justice and democracy once
for all.

Social Media for Nonviolent Civil Disobedience
Part I

By Asnake Demena

Each generation has its own clichés
and aspirations. In our time, using
social media for nonviolent civil
disobedience has become part of our
daily routine. Hence, our Motto will
be: We are nonviolent soldiers. We
use our mind, our heart, our sense of
humor and every faculty available to
us. We strongly condemn the use of
weapons of violence because no one
has the right to take the life of
another human being! To accomplish
our Motto, it is time to discuss how
social media can be used to organize
nonviolent civil disobedience in
Ethiopia. In doing so, in Part I of this
article the revolutionary power of
Facebook will be described to raise
awareness among Ethiopian youths.

Over the past few years, the political
role of the Internet and digital social
media has become a well-established
topic of research concerning political
communication and participation.
Social media platforms such as
Facebook, Skype, Twitter, WordPress,
Flicker and YouTube are the most
important tools that allow
revolutionary groups and activists to
lower the costs of participation,
organization, recruitment and training.
But like any other tool, they have
inherent weakness and strengths and
their effectiveness depends on how
effectively leaders use them and how
accessible they are to people who
know how to use them.
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According to Marco and Sean (2011),
the situations in Tunisia and Egypt
have both seen an increased use of
social media to help civil disobedience
campaigns and street actions. Another
study also confirmed that social media
had an impactful role on the 2011
Egyptian Revolution. Facebook as a
public sphere was used as a powerful
tool to enhance communicative action
among Egyptian, dissidents, and
global observers (Bowerbnak, 2013).

Currently, social media are the only
alternatives for Ethiopian oppositions
to communicate each other and to
reach their followers at large. It's
nearly impossible to talk about social
media without talking about Facebook.
Miller (2011) stated that Facebook is
by far the world’s largest social media
website, with close to a billion users
worldwide. The number of Facebook
users has also increased in Ethiopia
than ever before. Most Ethiopians use
Facebook as a free communication
media on daily basis. On top of this,
there are a number of Facebook
groups and pages with tens of
thousands of active members that
encourage political dialogs among
youths.

As mentioned above, Facebook had
demonstrated its revolutionary power
during the Arab Spring. It had played
the most decisive role in both Tunisian
and Egyptian revolutions of 2011. A
study conducted by Bowerbnak (2013)
indicated that Asmaa Mhafouz, who

was an internet activist and blogger
since 2008, and is credited as being a
key initiator of the April 6™ Youth
Movement, posted a video to
Facebook on January 18", 2011 in
which she was called on Egyptians to
demand human rights reforms and
voice their disapproval of President
Hosni Mubarak. Mhafouz posted the
second video urging mass protest in
Tharir Square on January 25, a
national Egyptian Holiday. The
ensuring response by Egyptians in
Tharir Square marked the beginning of
an uprising that resulted in disposition
of President Hosni Mubarak after 30
years in power.

This is a great lesson to learn for
Ethiopian Youths, particularly for those
who live in urban areas to organize
such kind events on Facebook. It's a
well-known fact that Facebook allow
us to do many things with people on
our friends list including: providing up
to date information about our
situation, commenting on messages
that other people have posted to
Facebook, posting photo albums and
video clips that shows human rights
violence and so on. In general, it's a
matter of time and determination to
mobilize Ethiopians for nonviolent
mass action to end repression and
endemically corruption regime of the
country. For these reasons, the writer
of this article, strongly encourage
Ethiopian Youths to join Facebook at
large to be part of the inevitable civil
disobedience.
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EPRDF & the LAW

The TPLF Drama of Lawlessness

By Dejenie A. Lakew (Dr.)

The court drama (with no court)
Ethiopians and the world are watching
on the languishing in prison and abuse
of journalists, bloggers, political
personalities and activists by TPLF is
mind boggling.

The show purely displays not the rule
of law but the absence of law and
abuse of power of a higher order by
TPLF against Ethiopians.

The American black minorities did not
go to court to fight Jim Crow and
segregation by the existing laws which
were laws of Jim Crow and
segregation supported by police force
to keep them inferior. They fought the
existing system of injustice by
declaring first that the very law was
wrong and should be abolished. They
knew that they could not prove
anything right within that system of
injustice, abuse, nonsense of idiocy of
a backward society of power to prove
the invalidity of an injustice. The
struggle against such a law through
that very law is a paradox of
reasoning, an act of nonsense and a
betrayal of truth and justice.

The same is true with the Ethiopian
society’s struggle against TPLF. It is
not to win TPLF through its laws of

terror, absurdities and abuse but to
get rid of the very law of TPLF and
itself from Ethiopia.

I will give one example from the
plenty of several hundreds and
thousands of abuse of power, actions
of impunity TPLF commits on a daily
basis and how impossible it is to think
of a free and democratic horizon for
Ethiopia under TPLF. I recently learned
that the Ethiopian Human Rights
Council was ordered to change its
name by dropping the adjective
“Ethiopian” from its name and use the
remaining words as its name. This is
one example to show the lawlessness
and the boundless abuse of TPLF on
the Ethiopian society - I mean if this
happens in America, the world will
turn upside down literally.

They create fake synonym names,
fake synonym public organizations and
political parties to confuse, disrupt and
disconnect those established innately
Ethiopian parties from the Ethiopian
society and to completely stop them.
No society of a modern era tolerates
and lives with such impossible to
describe type of unknown, illicit and
contraband TPLF political system of
hell.
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Ethiopian Athletes dominated on the 23™ January,
2015 Dubai Marathon by making a sweep of all
podium places in both men’s and women’s races.
In the men’s race, our athletes occupied the first
ten places in the result sheet and in the women’s
race; they occupied the first nine places in the
result sheet!
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