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“Hang-down Panty’ youths straight from a thug fest - is this Ato Girum’s (Ato Girma) idea
of body-guards. These youths were clearly mis-informed and have been fed a diet of lies
and were ready for some action and were told to go seek out and destroy ‘your enemy’.
Some of these youths with their bulging pockets, of eggs or stones, ready to hurl at a
moment’s notice. How the youths were so confused when they got there to find a short
and peaceful demonstration which passed without incident. Even with that these ‘high’



youths wanted to attack from behind, but were warned off by the police presence. It would
have been good if they could have vented their frustrations on Ato Girum and his crews for
lying to them.

Girum’s confident swagger in the presence of his ‘hang-down Panty’ youth body-guards
underlines that a priest who doesn’t understand ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
shall see the kingdom of God’ is NO priest.”
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To weaken church authority, an intelligence group was formed under Sibhat Nega to infiltrate the
well-established monasteries in Tigrai, such as Debre Damo, by planting TPLF members camouflaged
as monks and influencing church activities in the interests of the TPLF. (p 302)
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* Berhe, Aregawi (2008) A Political History of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (1975-1991): Revolt, Ideology
and Mobilisation in Ethiopia, Amsterdam, PhD Thesis.
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